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Said 0 be & our life,”- o « have lift 


iw 


them 1s by the same spirit, and the nnd 


proposed is the spiritual advantage and 
the increasing profit of the mind; the 


spirit of God being the spirit of truth, 


can nev. guppoged ,to teach d 
ent Wenn. stems as N di 


are wholly subversive of each other. 


Men have ever (whateyer system they 
have adopted) found it, advantageous 
to father all-fheir errors upon God, 


forgeting, however, that it is as impos- 


sible for God to contradict himself in 
is Word, ag it is for him to hs 


KIf in bis Works, Rk * 2M e 1 


| 244 e Shetude, mat a as "the Ad 
0 ies that 8) d inge whatever 1 it 
„ W hich 18 fo nded in inflnite 


A 
wisdom, He can a 205 but that one 


Rem, 


as the idea of 1 vite wisdom eternally 
: precludes | the idea of 4 second eich 
q ED the first effort must He, te best. . 


T0 Euch Set dhe 


must have 'recourse to the tine t texts 


mony, and there we find, that Christ is 


11 


is of infinitely 


5 


world to seek to save that which 


was Jost 3 And this conduct is not im- 
puted to the compassionate feelings of 


the moment. when our misery gained. its 
but the regular result of an eternal coun- 
cil; the necessary consequence of a 
covenanted iagteement, preparatory to 
the execution of which, Ws hes were 
made t bim and 14 lum. | 


#4} tz: of 13 13% 


dreadful ascendene wy aver. the mind, Nw, 


In this light our ute 3 
che subject, and although neither he 
nor any other adopting the same prin- 


ciples, can boast of an host on their side; 
yet, they have that to boast of, which 
greater con 1 


dee 7 ire formed y hu- 
man interest by ch Bn an wisdom, but 
with us is the erfernar God.” We have 


his word, and 3 his name is re- 


corded, chere will he be to bless it. 


We have to this day the protecting 5 
hand of God visibly with us, for not- 


withstanding the clamarous opposition 


of 


— 


l me. into * 


. 


li 


rendered the Pub 


8 


- 


en) ha 


former Advertise 
= Gogpel Ma 


5 


agazine, 


x 


his fe t 


— 
7 
o 


PF, 

* 

) 
v 4 * 
TH 
1 

* 

bp 

4 


* 
oY 
* 
* 
« 
$ 


* 

? 
— 
« 
% 


under 


* 
6 


* ” 2 
” 
- 
o 
, * : 
, * 
* 4 
: \ 
l A © 1 
ef — * 
— A 3 
” : 4 * 
; - * 5 
* 
7 
ys x. 
— 
- 
* 
PR * a% * 
* * 
” ? b — = 
S. 9p 5 * e * _ 


% 


+ fy 
me 4 


* 
Wo 


* 


EY of 


3 
* 
* 
9 
- 
ro 


* 1 
* 
F. 


5 
% 
133 
« 
* 
x 
+ # % 


\ 
\ 
* 
* 


* 


8 
© 
15 


* 


* 1 


Ne I 5 ; x 
. ö 3 
WHEL ES f L. 


6 . 0 R * 
Too Crows) d Heads, Kc. 


AD my N — 
This morning as I lay, 

Ito my Master sought 
5 My straying thoughts to stay; 
But much ado I had 
To call these wand'rers home, 
But that they may be read, 
x I think to write them down. 55 


— 


I chonghe of that passage, Gen. i i. 1. In the 


beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
1 propounded to myself a question, thus :—The 
beginning of what? — The beginning of that un- 


speakable and glorious Essence I knew it could 
not be, so that I see it was the beginning of his 
works, so consequently the beginning of all things 


that are made here. I stood amazed to think 


what infinite wisdom must be in God, to have 


all the whole creation of heaven and earth, and 
all the whole government and management, from 


n first 


bret to hte already Jeitled 1 in his unchanged 
will. Eph. i. 11. Acts xv. 18. Prov, iii. 19, 
20. Is. xlv. 12. The heavens and their hosts 
have their courses; the angels their number and 
their offices; men their number and their acts, 
their ends; his gifts natural and spiritual; his 
word, ordinances, and means, all were already 
settled in his will and knowledge. (The doctrine 
is this:) That the beginning of time was the 
beginning of God's working, and the beginning 
of God's kee was the . of God's (a) 

Ky - revealing 
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9 The 'deginving of God's revealing of 
 himeelf, | | 

- God being the creator a all, a period must 
have been when none existed but God, and con- 
Sequently only. known to himself, having deter- 
mined in his wisdom to reveal himself; the end 
could not be obtained, without the formation of 
beings, capacitated by the possession of reason 
to enjoy intellectual happiness, arising from the 
contemplation of the perfection of their Maker. 
This *<* self-sufficient. and original cause of all 
things,” being infinite in his nature, and incom- 
prehensible in all the attributes that inhere in 
that nature could never be perceived in any de- 
gree whatever, notwithstanding the possession 
of reason) but through the intervention, of finite 


means, as mediums of communication between 
e 
VVV „im 


revealing of his vin, ended in Mel from al 
eternity. 8 | 
Day unto dy eh speech, a night w unto 
* . h knowledge, Ps. xix. 10. I thus 
= z cComment 
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him who is Lcd Winde, "and obe Whose 7 
capacities (however enlarged) are but finite; 7 
hence all that is known, and all that can be known 
of God, through an endless succession of e 
ages, will fall infinitely short of comprehending | 
him who is absolutely incomprehensible. The 
wisdom of God being infinite, therefore infallible 
admits of no second choice 3 ; hence I infer, that 
the means of its appointment as mediums of com- 


munication are the best; the best adapted to tjge 


capacity of the creature, and the best calculated to 
display the ineffable glory and excellency of him, 
who constitutes his creatures happy, by making 
himself known, Sovereign wisdom has displayed 
itself in the adaptation of that as the medium of 
communication, which possesses in itself the 
greatest proximity to the Divine original. Tbe 
Lord Jesus Christ is the grand medium of com- 
munication, but as God over all blessed for ever, 
a God equal with his Father, from the i incompre- 
hensibility of his nature, he could not be a me- 


dium of communication, but as God- man- me- 
diator the i image of the invisible God, the first 


born 1 85 every creature, Col. i. 15. and through 
„„ 4 him, 
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comment upon it: Had man been ereated the 
first day, (as angels were) he might have seen 


every evening what was reserved in the will of 


God the evening N for * unto day declares 
it, 
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bim, all. whether angels or men, view the e 
tions of God. Do angels with adoring wonder 


view the stupendous works of creation? they were 
called into existence by the almighty fiat of the 
Son of God. By him all things were made. 


John i. 3. And irrespective. of his mediatorial 


character was not any thing made that was made. 
Col, i. 16. Do they with grateful astonishment_ 


contemplate their own : glorious  existencies? 


Those existencies, glorious as they are, they re- 
ceived from his hands, —for he made all, whether 
they be thrones, principalities, or powers, all were 


made by him and for him. Col. i. 16. Do they 


with all the fervor of angelic feelings and grati- 
tude, view the happiness of their state and the 


| glory of their mysterious appointments, as mi- 


nistrying Spirits to attend upon Christ and his 
charge in the world ? The one they enjoy in and 


from him, as the head of all principalities and 


powers. Col. ii. 10. In him they are gathered, 
in him they are chosen, and in him they are con- 
firmed in this happy state; and their appoint- 
ment to the other is in consequence of the mys- 
terious 5 plan of sovereign love and mercy to fallen, 

ä . faithlcss, 


it, til the six days work was insihed, Ps Seventh 


1 « 
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witness with what undeviating regularity, all things 
are conducted and are Supported; by him all things 
consist. Col. i. 17. Do they in the discharge of 
their office, witness the return of any prodigal, and 
see his lazar sores healed ? they see him return, 
and they rejoice at the sight: they see him healed, 

and they communicate the glad tidings; but nei- 
ther did his return, nor the cure that is effected, 

spring from the resolution of his will, or the re- 


. performed by the mighty power of God, for none 
7 can come unto the Son except the Father draw him, 
5 and out of the fullness (in the Son have all thus led) 
„ received, and grace for grace. John i. 16. Thus 


church, or by the different dispensations of God 
towards his church. Eph. iii. 10. Christian 
men derive all their religious information from 
the same source. As God is invisible, dwelling 
in light inaccessible, he formed the gracious re- 
solution of revealing the name of God, the nature 
of God, the gracions designs of God, and well 
h he is for the arduous e No 


at even, Adam might (I suppose) Ps. xlix. 12. 
see, in his fall, the will, of God, in respect of 
government and providence, and so to the world's 
e 5 5 N end. 


faithless, and les: men. Heb. 5 14. "Do they 


novating energy of any created being; all were 


they learn the manifold wisdom of God by the 


B-3 EE man 
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man hath seen God at any time; the kk . 
gotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, 
(he is well acquainted with the Father's designs, 
and having the spirit without measure, he searches 


the depths of God, the profundity of his love, 


the depths of his mercy, that secret deep that 
coucheth beneath every dispensation. Is God a 


God of love? Christ is the brightest evidence of 
that love. God so loved the world, &c. John i. 
18. Are we admitted into a state of peaceful 
reconciliation with God? God was in Christ 


reconciling the world unto himself, &c. 2 Cor. 


v. 19. What views of God we are blessed with 


here; and whatever discoveries are reserved for 
us hereafter, all will flow from this divine source. 


And after all that can be known of God here 
and hereafter( he'll still remain perfectly incom- 


pPrehensible; and may we not suppose, that a 
part of the glory and happiness of the celestial 


world, will arise from the perpetual approxima- 


tion of the mind to the divine standard, and yet 
as distant as ever from the great original. 


« His essence is a vast abyss, 

« Which angels cannot sound; 

« An ocean of infinities _ 

4 Where all our * are drown'd.” of 
185 | Known 


} 


end. Day unto day and night unto night utter⸗ 
eth — in _— of te and not of God. 


„ 
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WK nown unto God are all his works (and ways) 
From the beginning of the world. Acts xv. 18. 


hich is spoke in respect of his government, 


hich is according to his will, settled before the 


rorld was, and not of the things that are made, 
or then he must know things by sight, as we do, 


and so consequently know no more than we do, 
which is no less than blasphemy; for if God 


must see all things done before he knows it, or 


if he must look out of himself to know any thing, | 


then, | \ 
First, We make him like ourselves. 
Secondly, We deny his fore- knowledge. 
Thirdly, We deny him that which the Hea- 
thens will not rob their gods of. To do this is 


worse than Heathenism, for they have their good 2 
and evil demons. But if it be demanded, whether 


God's Will is in every action, in respect of go- 


verning the world as in cronting of it? I answer, 


yea. I argue thus: 
First. If God knew his works from the be- 
ginning of the world, he must know it some 


way, he must know it either by looking in him- 


self, or out of himself.— We will sum up all 
with this: God saw Adam before he was made. 


How did God know that there would be an 


Adam ? God knew that all the world should fall 
in him. How did God know that there would 
be a fœderal covenant made with him? 


| Secondly. : 
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Secondly God knew that there mould be no 


promise made to Adam to RN him in- that 
covenant. 


Thirdly. How did God know. that Hs would 
be no-promise given him to uphold him? 
It must be answered, God knew his own Will. | 
Eccl. iii. 14. Eph. i. 11. and so in respect of 
every thing. The Lord knew that Pharoah 


would not let the people go: but how knew he 


that? because he would harden his heart (b). 


Ex. iv, 2. The Lord knew that Pens: wound 


let 


3 5 n a. 2 ey K % > * 


b) « The Apostle says, Who may resist the 


« will of God? By the word will, Paul gives us 
c to understand, that God actually willeth those 


« very things, unto which men are hardened by 


„ him. When Paul adds, who may reist? he 
e in fact points out the necessity, which they 


«© whom God hardens, are under of doing those 


« things. When God would harden Pharoah, 
in order that he might not obey the command- 


£« ment; it was the actual will of God, that 


e ch should not obey. Vea, God himself 


* wrought in Pharoah to oppose the command- 
«« ment sent him. Pharoah therefore did in re- 
« ality, what God willed him to do; yea, he 


„ did no more than what God himectf had 


« wrought in him to do; nor was it in Pha- 
« roah's power to act otherwise than he _ 


9 


t his people go out of their captivinyy but how 
id God know that ? He knew, because he knew 
ze would give him power and will to do it. 
8. XIV. 1, 2, 3, 4 Now in respect of the elect 
f God in carticular'z ; I know, saith God to 
Abraham, that he will command his children; 
ignifying all his elect ; Gal. iii. 7. that they 
hall keep the way of the Lord. 

| Queſt. How did God know that? He knew | 
t because he would write 115 law i in their hearts. | 


„ li. „ * _—__— 


—]_ 


' Youlll de 1 e are | hard sayings 2 
nay, but O man, who art thou that replies⅛t 
against God? St. Paul does not accommodate 


A nor soften down a single 'syllable, of what he 
" had just asserted. The sacred penman does 
4 not deny, that they, who are hardened by God, 

” perish according, to the will of God. The 
* Apostle does not admit it to be even possible, 
( that a person who is hardened from above, 
p : can perform what is good. Paul (instead of 

2 setting himself to answer our reasoning) con- 
7 tents himself with giving us a solemn caution, 


not to sit in judgment on the decrees of God, 
assuring us, that we cannot arraign the Deity 
at our own bar, without being guilty of the 
utmost boldness and impiety.” Does God 
turn the wicked into hell, with all the nations 
that forget God ? Is it a crime to Say, he re- 
solved to do ĩt before hand? 8 2 
Jer. 


I 
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Jer. XXXI. 33. Heb. viii. 10. Jer. xxix. r0, It. 
80 much for this knowledge of God. (e) 
Obs. But it may be objected: God leaving 
Adam t to his own will, „ did not that prove that 
| = Gol 
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09 1 The GER of God. The Hd Ghost 
in the 146 Psal. and the 5th ver. describes the 
nature of the divine intelligence: great is our 
Lord, and of great power; his understanding is 

infinite. The knowledge that God possesses is 
not the result of a succession of ideas, but an eter- 
nal expansion of mind, by which he comprehends 
every thing that would take place, did his power 
not prevent, of every. thing that does exist, for 
it is the result of his appointment, of every thing 
that shall come to pass hereafter, relative to all, 
whether good or bad, for the former will enjoy 
his portion according to the provision of sove- 
reign love; the latter will be rewarded according 
to the spirit of distributive justice; both which 
are applied and enforced by his divine power, and 
regulated by his understanding. The first branch 
af this description of the divine: knowledge, by 
which God knows every thing - that would exist, 
did not the interposition of his providence. pre- 
vent, I recollett to have read Somewhere, to have 
been called by the schoolmen, “Knowledge of 
Simple Intelligence of things that are not ac- 
_ done. You'll see this explained, if you 
refer 
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od left the government of the creatire to it 
elf2:- ini 5 : 
Answ. Fi irst : : 1 f God- had: left Ain to his 
pwn will, to perform the law of nature only 


(as 


od . 
t, Mefer to the 23 ch. 1 Sam. 9, 12 ver. where David 
he x presses his anxiety respecting what part the 


1en of Keilah would act when Saul pursued him. E 
e desires Abiathar the High Priest, to take | 
he ephod in which were placed the Urim and 
humim, and to enquire at the mouth of God, 

hether they would deliver him and his men to 

he hands of Saul? The answer was, They will 
leliver thee, i. e. if he stayed there; but Divine 
Providence interposed, and by the discovery of 

hings that would have taken place, did he not pre- 

ent it, rescued David once more from the hands 

of his enemy ? I feel myself particularly inter- 

ested in this branch of his divine knowledge. 


7 : 
1 He sees every deep design of every foe. Who 
54 an tell how many deliverances they have been 
ehfavored with from dangers unseen, therefore un- 


5 
" 
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» nown? The enquiry with christians- is not _ 
t, hat would their enemies do unto them to gratify 5 = 
e. heir insatiable maleyolence ? but, what is it they _. 


rould not do ?—Ever remember that the effect 6 
of all possible contingencies, are under the cog- 1 
Wnizance of Divine Knowledge, and under the 
ontrol: of Divine Power. He knows every thing 

: 2 


4 (as 4 beast)-with a promise wel revidg; ora dived 
ning of punishment, much might have been 

: therefore a beastly objection. M5 
Re þ ee God giving kim: a law, with a pro 
. mis 
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that exists, because every thing exists in conse 
quence of Divine volition. He willed them int 
existence, therefore they are. Let there be 
light, and there was light. He found no mor 
=. [difficulty i in the formation of the brightest angel 
5 than in the construction of the wing of a fly 
having made them all, he of necessity mus 
| know them all; there is no creature hid fron 
his sight; neither is there any creature that | 

not manifest. | Heb. iv. 1 3. 8 

4 He fix'd the end, ere time began, 
% Of seraph, reptile, and of man.“ 

The irrational as well as rational part of crea 
tion, are equally known in their number, and i 
all their wants; the cattle upon a thousand hills 
i all the fowls of the mountains are numbered b 
bim. Ps. 1. 10, 11. It was his knowledge th 
asured out for them that peculiar extent. 
the earth's surface for their habitation, and bi 
goodness fertilized it, to bring forth in prope 
E- kind, and in sufficient quantity, food for ther 
5 all; his care and goodness extend to them al 
„ : from the leviation that dries up Jordan at 
single draught, to the innumerable millions 0 
| animal 


ise of reward, 1 a threat of punishment, by 
his God manifested his Power as a e and 
ka lawgive. | 
I Had r not God lefe Adam to his « own 
Will 


— 


a - 
_—_—_—k__ * 2 . 3. 2 4 _ 


animalcule that subsist upon the * effluvia emit- 
ted from a blade of grass.“ In this sense, the 
observation of the Poet is just: 5220 
„Think not Heaven partial in its care, | 
„% The fur that warms a Monarch, once | 
warm'd a Bear.“ 
The length of their Woes, as well as the life 
itself, together with the means of their support, 
are ascertained by his knowledge. The life of a 


knowledge,” without his consent, without his ap- 
pointment, than * life of the. universe. 3 xX. 
300. 
Who sees . 255 0 eye, as God of all 
« A hero perish, or a sparrow tally: - 
« Atoms or systems into ruin hurl'd, 
« And now a bubble burst, and now a world. 2 
Inseparably connected with this is the pre- 
science, or fore-knowledge of God, by which he 
as not only foreseen, but foreordained, that 
very creature that he hath formed, and every 
ircumstance he. hath appointed, (and there are 
o circumstances which he hath not appointed) 
hall be ne to the grand end, God e 
Cc in 


sparrow shall no more be sacrificed without his 


will his obedience coul not properly been 


Own. 


— Had not God left him to nis on 
vill, but had . him a N to upho 


— 
E 


in all his works. As this doctrine is more imm 
diately connected with another branch of our si 
ject, we shall only refer to à fe circumstano 
recorded in the word, where the pre-disposl 
property of the Divine I is demo 
strated. 

God consigns every person and thing to 
proper use; worketh every thing agreeable 
£6" flo? pre-determination-; ; and accordingly Sep 
rates one thing from another, so as to mal 
each thing answer. its proper end. T 
pre· disposing property of the Divine know led 
appears in the following circumstances. 

God had determined that his people should 
_ down into Egypt; how was this to be effecte 

by means, in all appearance, that would produ 

effects contrary to what were intended. The fi 
step towards it was, Joseph was to have a mys 
representation of his future greatness; this 
without any design related; but God had a 

sign in it; it excited in his brethren envy al 

| hatred, which induced them to form the hon 
plan of murdering their own biother! God p 
vented it; they sold him into Egypt, but God 
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fault in eating could not have been his own 
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sign, from very high authority, formed against 


ivine influence) attempt to damn his soul for 
je fleeting gratification of a bestial passion 
harged with a,crime of the most malignant na 
Ire, he was imprisoned, with an inflexible; dis- 


jured, to inflict upon this fettered sheep, the 
host painful, the most dreadful} punizhment ; 
onfined to his cell, (but not a solitary one; this 
ould have impeded t the plan of God) unacquaint- 


anions in misery dream; Joseph interprets their 


reams; in due time Pharoah dreams; none could 
nterpret the dream ; Joseph was the man ſixed 


quence | of the knowledge found! in him, and 


1 I ; abi were moved with envy 3 ; their 
mT th was made to praise the hidden footsteps of 


s life, because he would not (being then under 


he impressive influence of the Divine power 
| me Pharoah's mind; from a prison he is 2 
EI EL Eo, to 


ither, but his that promised him. assistance and 
not; $0 that there was need that Adam 
uld be left to his own will; for, if he obeyed, 


* 


mighty mercy. In Egypt, a variety of pain- 
circumstances attended him, and a diabolical 


psition on the part of' the persons Jaid to de 


d with the result of the mystery; his com- 


pon, by God, and by Pharoah according to the 
ifl of God. Joseph interprets it; and in con- 


* 
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| Pharoah (east in a peculiar mould) for this very 
end and purpose, and for no other whatever, to 


©" 


55 th obeyed his governor 's will; and if he fall he 
fell in the hands of his governor, and to his dis- 


posing. 


Fifthly. If hs had not been left to his own 


will, God could not justly have condemned him. 
Sixthly. Nor Adam could not Ons have. 


condemned himself. 
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to a place of dignity, honor, and confidence. 


Famine raged in_the land of his nativity ; ; this 


was to bring Jacob and his brethren into Egypt; 


Jacob died, Joseph died, and Pharoah died. In 


order to accomplish the designs of God in afflict- 


5 ing his people, another Pharoah that knew not. 


Joseph, was to have the government of Egypt; 


the former Pharoah, from his very make, and 


the services Joseph had rendered him, could not 
tyranize over them (for it is not all that can be 
tyrants, in addition to a marble form, a tyrant 
has an iron heart.) Hence God raised up this 


afflict, but the affliction was for a given time ; 
and when the moment came, Pharoah is informed, 


that he was raised up for this very end and pur- | 


pose, that the power of God might be shewn in 
him, and that God's name should be declared 
throughout all he. Earth, Exod. ix. 16. Rom. 
ix 1 5 | 


| Secondly. 
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 Seventhly. Had God given Adin a promise 
&f vpholding, and not left him to his owWʃIn will, 
| Satan assaulting of Adam, had assaulted Gqd, a8 

in the case of every believer, so he could not 
justly have overcome him; Tech. ii. 8. or God 
must falsify his promise. 5 
Eighthly. Had he not been left t his own 

will (that was free) he had not been left in the 
similitude of God; for he having the liberty of 
bis will, to will freely, uncapable of being forced, 

was a glorious i image of (od. 

The next thing-in:order.is, Who this World 
was created for? and who it was made by? © 

First. It was made for him to whom all is 
committed, which is Jesus Christ. Col. i. 16. 
1 Cor. vili. 6. Heb. i. 2. 

Secondly. It was created by Jesus Christ, not 
only for him, tr een 89988 i. 11 Heb. i. 2. 
John i. 3. 

Both these points wg proved, JL begin the 
Amplification of the first; the Doctrine shall be 
the Words of the Scriptures. All. things that has 
been made in time, has been made for Jesus 
Christ, whether it was Heaven, whether it was 


angels, whether it was the earth with its fullness, 


whether it was Adam, whether it was the cove- 
nant made with him, whether it was the law 
upon Mount Sina; ; all things were. oy: Ms ab 
by Ns 7 
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Tf all es were made for „ Christ (a), 
then Jesus Christ must be before all things. Col. 


1.17, And he is before all things, (saith the 
| — and” * him all 885 consist. Now 


more 

wo All | is, were made for him. There 
are none who believe the Bible to be a revelation 
from God, that can call this in question ; being 
a positive assertion without the most distant sha- 


dow of an equivoque. The enquiry therefore 
is, for what purpose were all things made for 
Christ? It must have for its object, a design 


worthy of God, and worthy the reception of 


Christ in the sense it is to be taken; for if Christ 
did not discover in the things formed an object 
worthy of his acceptance, his choice could not 


be determined; for the freedom of choice does 


not, neither can it be the result of coercion, but 
it must arise from the nature and the fitness of the 


object proposed to the understanding; and if there 
was any thing to be performed by Christ, or 
sufferings to be endured, in consequence of the 
end proposed in the creation of all things, and 


his acceptance of them in the sense meant, the 


object will be found to possess energy sufficient 
ts induce obedience, and will serve as a power- 


ful stimulus, to endure suffering. 
In a certain sense all things were made for 
| God. -(By God-I mean ache three divine persons 


in 
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more 3 ; if all dns: then angels 
were made for him. Why, what need had he of 
angels? Heb. i. 14. Are they not all ministring 
spirits? He stood 1 in need of them to serve, and 
: | © that 
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in one undivided essence, irrespective of the | 
cconomy of any dispensation.) He made all 
things, that the invisible things of him, from the 
creation of the world, might be clearly seen, be- 
ing understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead,. Rom. i. 19, 20. 


And as the wisdom of F ather, Son, and Spirit, 


were equally concerned in the formation of the 
plan, the power inhering i in the three divine per- 
sons equally engaged ĩ in its execution, the subject 
formed participating equally of the image of all; 
and being the happy recipient of their united 
gifts to an-equal degree, there could be no pos- 
sible difference in point of right in this sense, in 
any degree whatever. For Adam, in the s:mple 
state of his creation, stood equally related, and 
equally indebted to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Come, let us make man, (herein we see the 
united co-operation of power) in our own image, 
(herein he partook equally of their moral quali- 
ties) after our likeness, (the design formed by 
their united wisdom) let him have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, &c. (the unity of their muni- 
licence, i in the gift of universal empire.) So, in 
whatever 


—_— 5 
that was all ; 23 no reward for their er- 
vices, but their delight i in their services. 
8 Secondly. Men were made for Jesus Christ 
"SE also, not for themselves. It could not he for any 
| | good 
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whatever point of view we regard Adam in the 
simple state of creation, he was as much made for 


the Father, as the Son, the Son as the Spirit, and 


the Spirit as both, without any difference what- 
ever: for if we admit, as the Scriptures assert, 
an equality of dignity, of operation and design, 

there can be no difference of right, therefore no 
greater right enjoyed by the one above the other, 
and without any possible diminution or increase 
of that right. In order to ascertain the nature 


of the object, we must take the Seriptures, and 


these only for our referees. What is the nature 
of that object, according to the testimony of God? 


for the testimony of man has no authority, but 


in proportion to its agreement with that of God. 
In the word, we find proposed, as a motive to 


Christ, (and let it be recollected, that when we 


speak of Christ, we attach the idea of man and 
God united in one person, and anointed to the 
offices hereafter mentioned, to the latter absolute 


Deity irrespctive, as was said before, of any œeco- 


nomy or dispensation whatever.) The Heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 


the earth for. his Possesslen; add this was in con- 


sequence 


good he saw in 1 EEE existence, but only 

and ald for Jesus Christ; it was not for any 

good he saw they needed, nor any good they should 

enjoy by Xo that moved God to create them, but 
| Na 
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sequence of che end for which all things were 
created, (for Christ,) I will declare the decree, 
(the appointment) the Lord said unto me, thou . 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. Ps. - 
ii. 8, 9. The same subject is further illustrated 
in the 53 ch. of Isaiah, where the terms are spe- 
ified, upon which he was to enjoy this inheri- 
ance, when thou shalt make his soul an offering 
or sin, he shall see his seed, &c. We find, that 
as soon as the conditions of obedience and suffer- 
ings were proposed, on the part of the Father, 
and accepted on the part of the Son, that Christ 
as considered as the lamb slain from the foun- 
lation of the world. Rom. xiii. 8. Hence, So- 
lomon speaking in the person of Christ, I was 
ct up from everlasting, from the beginning, or 
ver the earth was. Prov. viii. 23. As God, 


. could not be exalted to higher dignity, than he 
er possessed: but as man united to God in the 
” Wore appointment, and as. such he rejoiced in 
Fe habitable parts of the world. He rejoiced 

Hot in the habitable parts of the world, because 


glory and happiness were the attendants of his life 


n it. * was nothing desirable in the poverty 
. , 
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only and alone for Jesus Christ; all other motives 
were too. low to move him, only Jesus Christ, 
LY all things were made for him; let us learn W 


bless Jesus Christ, the cause of our | creation, for 
we 
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of 8 * was N captivating in 
the groans of Gethsemaneh, and nothing to be 
coveted in the cruel, lingering, and ignominions 
crucifixion. But the result of the whole, was 
the impelling principle to obey, to suffer, and to 
die. Looking unto, Iesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the oy that was set before 
him, endured the Cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. Heb. xii. 2. 

All things were not only made for him, but 
by him; and if we admit wisdom, infinite, wis- 
dom, concerned in the execution of the work, we 
„Shall find that all things were made in the best 
possible state, to accelerate the accomplishment of 
the end proposed. For the admission of any Cir- 
cumstance whatever, that tends to impede its ac- 
complishment, is either a mark of weakness or 
ignorance; for if power exists, it is its province 
to prevent the impediment; and it is the part of 
Wisdom to point out its existence. As neither 
of the above considerations can apply to Christ, 
| (who'is emphatically called the All-wise and Om- 
nipotent God,) I conclude, that every thing was 
performed 
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we were created for him, not for oürselves, but 
for him only. Isaiah liv. 5. Let us forget the 
shame of our youth, for our Maker is our hus- 


hand; we were made for him alone, which is 


more than Eve could say by her husband; though 
she was made for him, she was not inde by him. 


Was Eve made of him? yet she was not made 


by him; but we are made for him, and we are 


Sos, EE. | „„ made 
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| performed with an unerring eye, to the accom- 
plishment of the design, without any deviation 


whatever in any single eircumstance; and parti- 
cularly man, either in his creation, in the ends 
and motives that determined his conduct, or his 
fall the result of both. The Mosaic account of 
man's creation is, that he. was created upon the 
image of God. God is holy, just, and good: 


so was Adam, and he possessed these qualities, | 


in exact proportion to the receptive capacity 
of mind, received from his Maker. In fact, 


he was as holy, as just, and as good as God would 
have him to be, and as God could constitute 


him in that state. These assertions are addition- 
ally confirmed by Solomon, when the original 


state of man becomes the subject of his inspired 
and descriptive pen. He introduces it with ad- 


miration! Lo, this only have I found, that God 
made man upright; (and more than upright he 
could not be made but * have sought out many 


inventions. 
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Christ, then the covenant made with Adam was 
I made for Jesus Christ. Thus I argue : If Adam 
was a shadow, or the figure, then Jesus Christ 
was the substance. Now here lyeth the matter, 


| inventions. Ecel. vii. 29. Neither was The 


| fectly so in its kind. Neither could Adam be 
created in any other state, than that in which he 
vas created; for his creation was not the unde. 
finable effect of unlimited power, but. the nature 
of every effect produced by that power, circum: 
scribed within the limits prescribed by infinite 
© wisdom: in this situation he needed no more 
to make him happy, than what he had already 


the interposition of any intermediate character 
between him and God: and having a law given 
him, had he obeyed that law, he never would 
Have needed any. Tf he had obeyed that law, 
and thus secure as the reward of his obedience, 
the happiness of his creation state; the designs 
| of God in eee Christ, the Lamb slain 


4 made by ns; and we are made of him, Eph. v. 


_ -- 
Thirdly. If all 1 were 155 "Th Jesus 


wherein Adam was a Shadow of Christ. i 
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any thing wanting (after God brought a helpmeet 
for him) to constitute his state happy, and per- 


received, and being perfectly free from every 
imperfection, he needed not, in this simple state, 


EE 5 from 


First. In his creation, he was made in the 


Iikeness of God, Gen. i. 27. So God created 


man in his own image; and if all things were 
made by him, then Jesus Christ, God man, made 
Adam in his own image, male and female created 
he them. Matt. xix. 4, 5. He created them 
male and female in one body, and called their 
name . Gen. 7. 2. in the day that he cre- 
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ing all things for Christ rendered void. Since 
the Scriptures of God positively assert, that Christ 
is a Lamb, and the Lamb slain from the founda. 


which law, had he obeyed, his obedience would 


Christ the Sacrificial Lamb. We ought. to en- 
quire what could be the design of God, in giving 
Adam such a law? I anticipate the reply, that 
every superficial observer would make to the en- 
quiry,'that Adam might obey it, and thus secure 


for a moment examine the merit of this reply; 
it eems an important one, from two considera- 


55 another 


from the foundation of the world, would 5 | 
been defeated ; and the end he proposed in ereat- 


5 * 
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tion of the world, and that all things were made 
by him, and for him in that capacity; and that 
man, the most glorious part of the works of crea- 
tion, received a law from the hands of his Maker; 


have defeated the end proposed, in constituting | 


happiness to himself and his posterity. Let me 


tions ; it can boast- antiquity on its side; it has 


ated them. So hen ſexus Christ made Kia, 
he made him in his own image, male and female, 
undistinguished, but one. body, till distinguished 
into distinct persons, but * one body and one 
" flesh. a 
So when Eve was lin out of Adam, he did 
not take her out of relation to his body, but only 


made distinct persons, distinguished by sexes; 
| and 


8 _ aA. 8 — — 4 eat; * 
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| T's prop 3 mate; popular prejudice 
will mouth its propriety. But let it be remem- 
bered, that its antiquity is no proof of its. SCrip- 
tural authority, neither is its popularity any 
roof of its consistency with the immoveable 
fixity of the Divine plan of operations. Most 

[ assuredly God had a design in this, and a design 
perfectly in unison with the exaltation of Christ, 

to his mediatorial office : for, be it known, that 
in the mind, in the word, and in the works of 

- God, there can be no schism. It is written, and 
that by the finger of God, that Jesus was exalted ﬀ he 
to be a Prince, in the management of the com- if th 
plicated concerns of every system, particularly WW ne 
of those that bear any affinity with men; who M he 
= alone, amidst all the systems that have been form- did 
1 ec, are called his portion; as if all other things ene 
_ 32 and beings were no more than the necessary ap- N it; 
di pendages of his church: united with his princely ¶ con 


dignity, is his saving Power, and a Saviour, &e. 
&c, 
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and their communion is a a communjon wal persons 
and sexes, but yet but one body, and hut one 
flesh, by conjugal covenant. So Jesus Chxist, 
when the members of his. body were, distinguish- | 
ed, being Set up in Adam, it did not Separate 
them from his body, nor from his flesh, but in 
order to have communion with ſheet by another. 


way. 


CY. 


Secondly. 


* 


n. 
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Kc. In consequence of this lifting up, hie 
goings forth were of old, from everlasting.” 
These words apply to him, and him only ; and, 
to set the matter beyond the power of doubtful 
disputation, the very place of his birth is specifi- 
ed: and thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thon 
art least amongst the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth, who shall be a ruler | 
in Israel. Micah, v. 2. If God therefore gave 
Adam a law, with a design that Adam Should 
obey that law, and in consequence of its obedi- 
ence, secure the happiness of that state in which 1 
he was crgated. God must enjoy 4 pleasure in 
the prosperity of Adam, and rejoice in his happi- 
ness. Adam did not obey, though God designed 
he should, according to the above reply. Adam ; 
did not obey, though God delighted i in his obedi- 
N Adam did not obey though God expected 
for whatever God designs, he expects the ac- 
volk, and if God delighted in the pros- 
. perous 
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| Secondly. Tn that the man is not of the 1 wo⸗ 
_ but the woman is of the man. 1 Cor. xi. 
7, 8, 9. And if the woman be the glory of the 
man, then if Jesus Christ had not had the matter 
of woman considered, and set up in him ever 
since he was Jesus Christ, he had been short of 
Adam's glory, for Adam was created with his 
. gloryor image in him, which was his wite. 1 Cor. 


xi. 7. 


4 


Thirdly, 


— 
—— 


perous happiness of Adam. arising from his obe- 
dience, and expected that obedience to the 
given law, he must have been disappointed i in the 
one, and deprived of the other. Attendant upon 
disappointment is misery, and misery commensu- 


rate with the nature of the disappointment ; - the 


disappointment arising from the above considera- 


tions must be an infinite one, (I really shudder 


in following this fellonious sentiment to that gib- 
bet it richly deserves) being the disappointment 
of a God, consequently attendant with infinite 
misery ; and if thus infinitely miserable, he is 
rendered incapable of constituting others happy; 
for how can he communicate that td others, of 
which he himself is deprived : and, if disappoint- 
ed once, he may continue to meet with disap- 
pointments, through an endless succession of 
eternal ages. The thought i is blasphemous ; blas- 


Pphemous as it is, it is the necessary consequence 
| | | of 


a oo 

Thirdly. Had not Jesus. Christ been the whole 
body, as Adam was, the Church could. not have | 
been SO n eb to Christ as Eve was to Adam. 

Fourthly. Had not the Church been as near 
to Christ when she was created, as Eve was to 
Adam, when she was taken out of him, she was 
Short of the glory of Eve, for Eve had a head al- 


ready in covenant for "ber that had he stood, she. 
could 


— 
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with its infernal cargo of horrid consequences 
be hissed with abhorrence round the world. We I 
have a surer word of prophecy whereunto we 
« do dwell to take heed, as unto a light shining 
cc in a dark place.“ This divine testimony 
yields an 8 covert, to screen us from 
every blast of error. Here we find, that amidst - - 
all the fluctuating state of human affairs, the af- 

fairs of God, are undisturbed. I am the Lord, 

I change not, is his memorial still. Prov. xix. 21. 
Suppose we contrast the reply with the known 
attributes of God? Did God, before the fall, view 

the apparently calamitous event? Yes, this can- 

not be denied, for he seeth the end from the 
beginning.“ Did. he. possess power to prevent 

It? Ves, for he is the Lord of Sabaoth, being 

the original source, from whence all power pra- 
ceeded, He must, af necessity of nature, possess 
that attribute in an infinitely higher sense W 
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that Eve was not taken out of Adam when God 


blem of what we mean; all therays that enlighten, 
influence the world, emane from the Sun; yet, 
in every possible direction, would bear in this 
with the Sun itself. Though in one instance there 
mean to inculcate, there is a glorious difference; 


for, from the emission of its rays, we perceive, 
(or probably, more properly, we think we per- 


Proved from the want of power in God to pre- 


30 
could never have perished, whatsoever she had 
done. As touching this point, let us observe, 


made the covenant with him; Gen. ii. 17. But 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou 
Shalt not cat of it ; for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof, thou chal surely die. The very next 
words, ver. 18, And the Lord God said, it is not 


good 


* 1 ; a 
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all the power, in all creatures, collectively consi- 
dered. The Sun may serve as an imperfect em- 


that chear with their heat, and fructify by their 
all the properties of all these rays, thus emitted 
collected state, but a very imperfect comparison 


is a fitness in the emblem to convey the truth we 


ceive) a gradual diminution: yet, in the other, 
though his. power gave energy to all, his power 
cannot be diminished ; he still abides the God of 
omnipotence. Then its existence cannot be 


vent it, the want of prescience to foresee it, the Nei 
want of wisdom to ascertain the best mode of its In 
| Rs an 


= for man to be alone. Ver. 2c, 21, com- 
So it appears plainly, that the covenant 
was 1 with Adam alone and -only ; but it 
may be objected. Did not she, reasoning with 
the serpent, Gen. iii. 3. saying, God hath said, 
ye shall not eat of it, prove that She Bog She 
must die for her eating . | 
Fi irst, I answer : She was the. weaker vessel, 
| therefore 
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prevention, nor the want of goodness to incline 
him, had he thought proper : the non-prevention 
of it must therefore be the result of a determina- 
tion of mind; and the determination of such a 
being must have for its governing principle, the 
best, the happiest consequences. Before I come 
to ascertain by the Divine testimony, the design 
of God in giving the law in question, you'll 
g ropose a few questions, for the 


While you retain, or profess to re- 
tain, any vener tion for the Bible, you cannot 
er answer in the egative. 

of Did God design to redeem them in any other 
be state but as fallen creatures? there are but two 
e- states in which they possibly can be considered, 
he either innocent or guilty; as innocent they could 
is not be redeemed, for the innocent needs no ran- 
E- | SOM ; 
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therefore not so much to be regarded : : but, up- 
pose she had thought so, that did not make it 


neither before she did eat, nor after. 


was not then a distinct e from Adam. 


there can be no possible effect produced without 
a corresponding cause. W 


the fall of man, had not God given Adam a law, 


32 


true; she Was the more like the wife of Adam 
that knew no other but she must die for eating, 


Secondly. Farther; It appears that her per- 
sonal obedience was not required, because she 


Thirdly, 


— — 


som: then they must be conpidered as ouilty; for 
Christ was made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, under the curse of the 
law, and their guilt reduced them to that state. 
Has God ever decreed any end, without implying 
in the decree, the means that will accomplish 
that end? If he has, he has designed to obtain 
an end, without means to effect it. To believe 
this, is to suppose, that God decrees not only 
without any certainty of obtaining the end, but 
also without a possibility of attaining it; for 


Could the Devil, by his subtile i rieb, cause 


No; “for where there is no law, there is no 

transgression. an 

If God intended Adam to abide in Ne origina WM 

state, and if Adam could not fall without a law, Wl: 

does it not, from the nature of things, appear las 
„ "moſd 
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Adam. 


from Adam, as- her head and rector, or governor 


22. From all which it appears plainly there 
was no obedience required in this covenant, but 
EE the 
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more consistent with that supposed design, that 


would for ever remain unimpressible. But, you 
will ask, what kind of being must Adam be with- 
out a law? What kind? the same as when he 
ame out of the hand of his Maker, without sin, 


fully consistent. 
Has the fall been Succeeded by a dispensation 


and compassionate tenderness, than could other- 
wie have been revealed? Ves: the mysteries of 
electing love, the unbought grace of the ever- 


„„ alted 


P hirdly. She could not sensibly receive abs 
law from the mouth of God whilst she was in 


Fourthly. She must have received the law 


under God, for her obedience to God. Eph. v. 


God should either support him under the attacks 
of Satan, or not to have given him a law at all? 
In the former instance he would have retained 
his integrity unsullied : in the latter, his mind 


and without the least propensity to sin. Lev 
those who cavil at the truths of God, seal their 
tongues in silence, until they see that all the 
ways of God are mysteriously awful, yet _—_— 


of greater wisdom, greater goodness, greater love, 


lasting covenant, generate in the mind such ex- 
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the obedience of * s person. 1 say, there 


was no obedience required as the conditions of 
life and death, neither for Adam nor his posterity, 
but Adam's only. The doctrine is this: that all 
the covenants that God has made with particular 
men, and theirs have been the amplification and 
confirmation of the covenant of grace, and not 


the den itself. First of Adam. And first, 
How 


alted, such transportipg ideas of the Most High, 
that nature, could we even pry into all her hid. 
den secrets, and explain all her mysterious laws, 
appears but a feeble effect of his power; while 

the other unbosoms his heart, and brings the 
weary and distracted mind of the guilty, ta repox 
upon the covenanted lap of unereated faithful. 
ness. What sight can be compared with a G00 

in Our nature bleeding . that the wounded infant, 
| 3 in his blood might live, Ezek. Xvi. 

14 : 

Do the children of God here and in Heaven, 
consider themselves under greater obligations for 
their redemption than creation? Ves: for in 
Heaven, where every power of the mind is pro- 
perly attuned, to celebrate the praises of God, 
there is no mention 8 of creation, but re- 

| demption, Rev. i. 5, 6. and this is perfectly 


copsonant with the nature co things, for the means 
that 


15 


How the envenant of grace was amplified or 
manifested in Adam's covenant. | . 


First. In respect of Adam himself. Adam 
was formed of the dust of the earth. Gen. ii. 7. 
There was the substance of every particular mem- 
ber of his body formed or framed, every organ 
fitly prepared and compared, fit for action, ae- 
cording to their . offices, only wanting a 

principle | 
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that obtain an end, have no glory by reason of the 
glory that excelleth in the end itself. 

If it is admitted, (such in fact are the profes- 
sions of all that seem to have an attachment to 
revealed religion, whether Calvinists or Neonomi- 
ans) that greater glory results to God, and greater 
happiness flows to man, in consequence of the 

new order of things, than could have been, had 
Adam r-tained the dignity of his original state. 
How can we exonerate man from some kind of 
obligation to the Devil, for the introduction of 
that misery into the world, which has been sue- 
cecded* by such a bright effulgence of compassion, 
which, while it absorbs the guilty tear, and re- 
moves misery from the heart; awes the power of 
Satan into nihility, and obliges him, with a dis- 
tracted roar, to contract his claw and drop his 
prey: c thus the prey is taken from the mighty.“ 
The idea of an event's (which involves such asto- 


niching as We. aking place without - the 
consent 


principle of life to put them in action ; and this 
curious formed body is capable of having a Wife 
taken out of it, and yet remains a perfect com- 
pleat person. Thus organized, the Lord breathed 
into him the breath of life; and when Adam took in 
that breath, he took it for himself and his wife; 
for it cannot be proved that God breathed into Eve 
as he did into Adam. Gen ii. 21. And the Lord 

cause 
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. consent, (nay, if God gave 5 theen a law in _ 
to prevent it) contrary to the will, against the 
inclination, and in opposition to the designs of 
the Supreme Governor of the world, is so dero. 
gatory to God, so dishonorable to his character, 
and so contrary to the written word, that I can- 
not admit it; for, upon its very surface I read a 
vile impeachment of all those attributes that en- 
dear his government, and that constitute God the 
object of my worship. If we seperate from God 
the ideas of love, wisdom, power, and goodness, 
he ceases to be a fit object of worship. But how 
strange does it appear, that those men that will 
_ readily allow, that Satan could not impoverish 
the Gadarenes by drowning their pigs, but by ob- 
taining leave from God. Yet, they would fain 
have us believe, that the same enemy immersed 
a world of rational intelligencies in an ocean of 
guilty misery, from which they can never emerge, Ml. 
but as 5 they are buoyed up to a pitch of Divine 
vigor 


caused a Fa. sleep to fall upon Adam. Adam 
was not dead when God took the rib out of his 


side; but God operating and working in that 
life, built him a wife meet for him. Though 


the life that phe. lived in him was not intelligible, 
DE | , 


4 - „ — 


_ 0 
8 1 — =_— 


— 


vigor and activity, (for their vigor and their ac- 
tivity, is the vigor and activity of him who is 
their life) by his hand, whose protection They 
had farfented e his will, as represen ted oy 
them, 

Paul boldly and unequivocally asserts the i 
sign of God in giving the law: Rom. v. 20. 
Moreover, the law entered that the offence might 
abound ; but, where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. The only difficulty that 
can be made to appear, arises from the ambigu- 
ity of the term law; for the term is used to ex- 
press not only a command moral or positive, but 
also the influence of an external power, or an 
internal principle upon the mind; whether that 
power or that principle be good or bad. Thus 
Paul expresses himself, when describing the in- 
fluence of the blessed spirit, and its correspond- 6 
ing effects, © the Jaw. of the spirit of life,” &c. 
meaning the impelling energy, the irresistible in- 
fluence of the divine, power upon his mind, 
When Speaking of the influence of sin, he calls 
It “ law. in his members, . „ 


by another to quadrate with that standard, or that 


of good and evil. . moral command as it arise 
from the unchangeable nature of things, is of 
eternal continuance: a positive command ceasc 
to claim obedience, when the end of its institu- 
tion is answered. It is evident that Paul could 
have no reference to the ceremonial law; for the 


| gression. He could not refer to the judicial law, 
for its design Was to punish, in a civil. sense, 


no reference to the Second publication of the law 
upon Sinai, for offences existed before this : it 
must therefore refer to a law given anterior t0 
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till an intelligible ul "was jolgee" to that life 
80 before she Was taken out of him, She was st 

tained in him, and by Wit | + 462 otic” Tived"in hit, 

and by him, though not yet made meet for hin 

0 y form and f. reas on) to have eee commu- 

| nion 
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N the words above cited, it Either means th 
standard of perfection, | which Springs from the 
properties of the divine nature, as bearing a rela. 
tion to man, who dbes in himself, or is to be made 


nn. 


positive command that God gave the man in the 
garden « of Eden, respecting the'tree of Knowledge 


design of its institution was typically to take 
away sin; and before it could take away Sin, 
sin must have existed, And it could not have ex: 
Isted prior to a given law, of which it is a trans 


crimes committed against the state: he could have 


the 


YT we” oe . . me — 
n this transcchdent, lex) Las gt p from ever- 


wing, _ 88 ee be * earth, 
1 Nute 5 
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* eee eee "whoa man was in ; 
the pure, aimplt State of nature. Do not. let your, 
prejudices be s shocked as to impede. the opera- 
jon of thought, when you see, that with the. 
\postle- we are going to inform you, that Gad 
gave a positive command to Adam, that a certain 
offence should abound. in consequence of its dis- 
bedienge. We can prove. from facts, that God 
has given a: positive command,. expressive of a 
uſed, will, and that at the time of giving i 1 
e was determined it should not be obeyed. in che = 
dense it was understood by the, subject; and- to 
that extent the words of the command admited of. 
demonstration of this we have in the command 
which God gave unto Abraham, to sacrifice his 
dn, Isaac; the words of the command were plain, 
positive, and unqualified in all the objects it em- 
raced. Abraham, from the whole of his con- 
lit in this light, for he acted con- 
1 . to the given order: throughout the whole, 
— was nothing left undone that ought to have 
deen done. Moriah was to be the scene of action; 


to Moriah he came; the sacrificing of Isaac was the 


vixible wy n Isaac was there; the wood 
"7 £ | that 


was; ' Prov. viii. 23 "when there was no depth 
1 was brought forth; ver. 2 8. ö 
This Christ Speaketh. of his e nature, | 
was set up, cannot be applied to his Godhead ; for 
setting up — his being inferior to his Fa. 
| ther, 

that was to consnme the N offering prepared; 
Abraham in one hand carried the fire that was 
to consume, and in the other the knife (the 
size of which he measured with his eye, to 
ascertain the depth he should plunge it in his son) 
that was to slay the burnt offering. At that 
critical juncture, when the father's hand was up- 
lifted, to yield perfect obedience to the command, 
an angel was dispatched, commissioned from God, 
to prevent the obedience ; Gen. XXi. 1.13 : for 
whatever Abraham did, was only preparatory to 
the obedience required; this is evident from the 
reflection of Isaac; © Behold the fire and the 
| wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt-offer- 
ing? The proof of Abraham's design, and the 
light in which he considered the command, are + 
from the whole of his conduct indubitable. But fr 
the design of obeying, is not obedience in the Wſ6? 
sense required by the letter of the command: 
his being prevented by an angel, proved it the 
design of God, that he should not obey, in the e 
sense Abraham understood it, and as required by the 
command itself,—I * here anticipate an ob- 
jection 
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ner, which he was nat in respect. of his Godhead; | 
for in respect of that he was equal with his F a- 
her; Phil. jj. 6, Heb. i, 3; neither can it fige 
nify his human nature alone, Amine from us. 
1 55 FI ir, 
tion which may arise in the ds the 3 
from the recognition of Abraham's faith in this 
instance, by Paul in his Epistle to the Heb, xi. | 
17: but it should be remembered, that Paul in- 
troduces the relation with a latitude that admits, 
ith the strictest propriety, the above obseryar 
tions: „ by faith, Abraham, when he was t: ied, 
* offered up, &. The idea that Paul afixes 


A the verb tried, is correspondent with the yerb 
4, empt, in the original history: both imply in that 
or Wc-onnection, an attainment on the part of the person 
to empting or proving of the end proposed, without 
an actual compliance with the letter of the com- 


mand, to the fullness of its extent, on the part 
r. of the person tried. The act of the mind proved 
he he energy of his faith; for after he mentally 
re acrificed his son, he mk; him in a figure 
ut from the dead. Vet, in the sense Abraham ze- 
he Narded the command, and according to its obvious 
d: Wncaning, he did not obey; for when be was upon 
he he point of obeying it, in its most unqualified 
he Hense, he was prevented by a. messenger from 

he God, which proves, that when God gave the com- 


h. Wnand, he was determined that Abraham should de 


on ; E * 3 
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in esteem or in offices: I answer, in both. ' 
first honor that our nature had, (and indeed the 
-” * was to o be taken i in relation to God, which 
prevented from complying with its in junction, 


the moral law arises from the nature and no 


thou shalt not kill? it says unto all, thou shalt not 


ture, cannot change until God changes. "As its 
Tights are as unalienable as its nature is unchange- 


is no more above his law, than he is above hi 
nature: and as long as God remains holy, just, 
and good, his law in all its tittles, will remain 
unrepealed. Had Abraham obeyed the positiv 


. 
First. Had he been set up, 1 it must be either 


First. In respect of esteem or honor. The 
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How could it be otherwise, if it is admitted that 


ge 


merely from the will of God, as a possitive com. 
mand does, its authority is unchangeable, and 
its rights unalienable. Does it say unto on, 


kill: and the law of God arising from his na- 


8 uw K „ awd tw «YA 


able, could God in this instance abrogate his 
law? if in this instance, why not in all: Go 


order of God in sacrificing his only son, contrary d 
to the moral command, would he not have incur- h 


ed guilt in the breach of that command? and, it 


could that guilt be removed by a sovereign act en 


preterition irrespective of the obedience and atone · ¶ u 
ment of Christ. Whence then did the nfcessity ſl w 
of the interposition of Christ arise in the behalf f 


Fl 


-_ 


Son of God : + Pet. 4. 17. 


he Secondly. Our nature being thus uhited to the 
he Son of God, which was his heir, was made Lord bp 
ch Wi of all by er gears Heb. i. 2. 4. Ps. viii. 


Oh, 
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at of murderous David? he was ouilty of mutdert 
oo and had Abraham sacrificed his son, (my mind 
m. recoils at the idea of human $acrifices) he would 


the same law, and the guilt of both acts equipon- 
derant in the balance of divine justice. It may be 
urged, that had Abraham sacrificed his son, and 
that being accessary to the death of any person, 


a provision had been made, it must have been 
made by the imputation of the guilt of that act to 


existence of the eternal covenant. But the mur- 
der was not committed, therefore no gui:t could 
have been imputed. And it appears to me, that 
if Christ suffered under the weight of one sin 


justice. 


was in being ben into e union with the 


3.4. Heb. ii. 6, Ts 8. Oh, infinite Wisdom ! 


have been guilty of murder also, in the breach of 


is a real murder, under whatever circumstances 
it is perpetrated, that a provision would have 
been made for the removal of that guilt: but if 


Christ, and that too from the same date as the 


more that his church had committed, he suffered 
unjustly ; and if there are any acts of sin for 
which he did not suffer, his sufferings will be 

found not equivalent to the demands of law and 
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Oh, infinite Counsel ! If thou, | Lord, hast £aid, 


Isaac, as a sinner, having forfeited his life to 


feiture, God had a right to demand that life, 


an adopted son, his exposure to the law was done 


said, that the violent death of a believer is not 


nullify his promise to Abraham: In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called. Will any reply, by saying, 


such thing; neither does the word gay that he 
| did; but he believed that God was alle to rise 


What is man? surely I have reason to cry out, 
What is man? Now, if our nature has been thus 
honored and esteemed of God in Christ, then the 
whole body has been honorable; but the former 
is true, also the latter. Isaiah xliii, 4: Since 

| = ; thou 


justice. If on the 3 PREY it is paid, tha 
the law, and that in consequence of that for. 


whenever and by what means he thought fit, with. 
out any blame attached to the en en 
ployed. 

I answer; that as 10 was een and 


away, by the imputation of all his guilt to hin 
who stood his surety. But, it may be further 


incompatible with the gracious designs of mercy 
towards him. In this. instance it would have 
defeated the purpose of God respecting Isaac, and 


that Abraham believed that God would have rais- 
ed him from the dead? Abraham believed no 


"him up: 80 do ] Achieve as well as Abraham 


and 


— 


*. 
hou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been 
onorable, and J have loved thee. - Prov. viii. 85 
22, compare with ver. 30, 31. The Lord pos- 
-55&d me; ver. 22. Our nature was possessed. : 

\nd in ver. 30, I was daily his delight: ver. 31, 


* in the habitable part of his earth. 
nec | 


q AYP 190 * * : — N 1 * nn 


nd 80 does every Christian believe the same: 
vithout the energy of Abraham's faith, I believe 
hat God will rise the dead. The power that 
vill rise the dead, with the same ease could have 
brought Isaac out of his ashes; and no power 
hort of that, for the man who died, the moment 
hat is past, is as really dead as s Abel, who died 
housands of years ago. 

Wil any one insinuate that Abraham's ac- 
dunting God able to rise his son from the dead, 
the same as believing that he would do it ? 
They are two acts of the mind perfectly distinet; 
he one arises from the omnipotence of God, the 
ther is founded upon his promise. God gave 
\braham no promise to this effect. Did Abra- 
am believe without a promise? if he did, he | 
cted presumptuously ; and if he acted presumptu- 5 
usly, his, hame ought to have been called, Abra- 
am the Father of Presumers, instead of Abraham 
he Father of the Faithful. But, suppose we 1 | 
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dmit (that which is not true) that Abraham did 
elieve it, the belief of such an interposition in 
5 OS his 
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that which was designed, nen hs: into then: 


fruit; for the admission of any other sentiment | 


: 15 God. 


Here he rejoices in the habitable part 66 TE 
earth, the Lord possessing of him, as ver. 22. 
He inhabits the habitable part of his earth, which 
is. the elect sons of men. So we see plainly that 
the whole body was set up together as such. 
Psalm exxxix. 15, ue ane was — hid 

rom 
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his: Sow, would 3 blunted the Kean edge of i 
his distress, obscured the glorious energy of that 
faith he received from above, and transformed 


happiness. 
Such was the design of God i in giving a Pen 
command to Adam with respect to the forbidden 


respecting the subject, would involve the follow. 
ing contradiction, viz. That though God design - 
ed that Adam should yield obedience to the com- 
mand, yet, the inclination of Adam proved from 
the result of the whole. more powerful; and if 
86, his inclination to _ _ overcame the designs 


When I view the circumstances "that existed 
before, and that succeeded the event, I am addi- 
tionally confirmed i in my opinion, respecting its 
appointment; (and I will defy the world to prove, 
with all its subtllized sophistry, any difference IE 
between the fore · knowledge of God, and his e 
divine decrees.) The circumstances wy __ to, 

are 
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WH «tance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all 
my members were written. 

at. "Thirdly. If he was set up in offices;/the whole 
„body must be considered in him; for what. oſſices 
d could he have without a body? therefore he was 
n Lord of 8 not wy of a een life, but of 
* FT 2 natural 
ff e — 

t are lseperably . with the ternal. elle 
ments of the eovenant of grace. In his creation 
1 Wstate, man needed no grace; his creation-state 


being only the first approximating step towards 
that memorable epoch, that called forth a disco- 
very on the part of God, of his gracious in- 


twofold nature, internal and external. The 
rst I shall refer to, is the disposition of mind 


disposition of mind to herself) an eager desire 
ifter an increase of knowledge, and the success of 


to have sprung from hence; for when she saw 


chat the tree was to be devired to make one wise, 
„ bhe took of the fruit thereof; Gen. iii. 6: 
is his tree was called, the tree & knowledge of 


good and evil. And it is plain and evident, that 
Eve knew nothing of evil till after the fall, and 


ol such a being as ths Devil. - 7H 


Now, 


from thee : ver. 16. Thine eyes did ee my sub- 


tentions. These circumstances are of a 
that God gave Eve, (for she could not give this 


the temptation seems, according to the history, 


eonsequently was utterly ignorant of the existence 


of defeat: in the room of this, God, who is 2 


the moment he pronounced them very good, 


creature, and see whether any man would 


a natural life also. John v. 26; So hath he give 
to the Son to have life in himself. John i. 4 
In him was life, and the life was the light « 
men. From whence I assert, that his spirit of 
soul was the first of life, or the original of life; 
Col. i. 15, or the first-born of every creature, of 
the substance of every creature, as the French 
translation will 1 Rev. 1 iii. 14. 


: 1 
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Now, if: God 1 meant Adam and Eve to wad 
remained i in that state, would he not have ap. 
prized them of his existence, and his meditated 
hostility against them, and pointed out to them 
the nature of the a:tack, together with the means 


6 


God of truth, as well as a God of knowledge, 
pronounces all that he did to be good, and super- 
latively good, for all was very good, although he 
knew that in a short space of time, that Adam 
would involve himself and his posterity, in the 
deepest misery. Causes did exist, and their 
every possible effects ascertained of God at 


Transfer this conduct from God to a fallen 


not feel indignant at such an imputation. We 
w1ll suppose an architect to have built an elegant 
and spacious mansion, he recommends it as a fi 
residence for his family, a family he loves, for 


it is'a family PR We to his wis hes; 
| "M7 


5 49 | 
The lend of the creation of God. - And 
ough his sensual substance was not yet exist- 5 
ng, yet his human and reasonable Soul was 
rought forth and possessed, if the Scri ptures be 
ue. John i. 4; In him was life, and the life 
vas the light of men. That is, human life was 
he original. of- the life and reason of men; not 


ply that men were. made 1 in its likeness, but the 
| he bs life 
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hey, according to his desire, occupy the mansion, k 
vith gratitude, they view its order, and they vier 5 
t with increasing delight, as it stands as the best 
he only proof of his skill; the conveniences they | 
njoy in its diverslfied compartments, they cone |; 
ider as proofs of skill united with unbounded li- I 
erality : their benefactor visits them; and still 
nimated with the noble principle of comuni- 
ating happiness, he informs them that it is very 
ood, all. very good, “from the fbundation to 
he dome. At that instant he knew the wind 
Vas veering, and chat it would shift to that point 
rom whence all its fury would beat upon the 
ost vulnerable part of the edifice; its splendor 
annot save it; its boasted conveniencies will 
oon be forgot, for the weight with which it will 

all upon the devoted inhabitants, will crack every | 
inew, and cause Every nerve to vibrate misery 8 
o the heart. But this is not all: did the evil 
ease with the then existing characters: ig would ; 

| 5 appear 
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Iife was the light of men. It was, (that 191 
was their original, from whom their life, knoj 
ledge, reason, judgment, and all the powers 
the soul and body had their being. So in the hy 
| ginning was the word: thus he was the begin 
ning; Col. i. 18: And in that beginning w 
the word, which was the eternal . begotten 8 


of God. Jak i. 145 : An the word was mal 
. _ files l 
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appear tolerable, compared with the future ef. 
of his treachery ; for, connected” with this e 
fice, are innumerable conductors, that ani | 
all the certainty of human woe, the Pain, th 
miserable inheritance to, the latest posterity in 
possible directions. Can you bear the conten 
plation even of such an hypothetical characie 
without indignation ? Can you witness such 
flagrant instance of vile imposture, without feel 
ing abhorrent? Would any one, for the rich 
of Europe, lie under such an imputation? Natu 
answers, and it recoils with indignation at tl 
enquiry.—No.—Why then will any impute tl 
to God, which would render a polluted wrets 
hateful and detestable to wretched men? W. 
should God's government be tarnished by sud 
a foul and unfounded obloquy 1 ? or, do me 
think that they are to be serious in their discul 
sion, and consistent in their views, of all i, 


Fees but God and his Ways? When God Sail 
i 
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ord. Now, as a word is first conceived, and 


nade flesh; that i is, the Second Person takes hu- 
janity in his person, and clothed himself with 


— 


bide in that state. God knew the contrary, ana 


rom the pure fountain of Nature's excellency, 
ould Satan contanimate the fountain that God 
ad made pure, or dam up the streams that he 
ommanded to flow, and gladden the world ? I f 
e could, against his will, and in opposition to 
is appointment, our miserable minds are called 
pon to contemplate a reigning Devil, a ruined 
yorld, a vanquished and a disappointed God. 

As God could not pronounce them good i in the 
ense alluded to, we must of necessity suppose 
at in all, there inhered a property or properties, 
hat entitled them to the eulogy bestowed upon 
hem, for the idea of boasting applies to men 
duly, They were all good, N 50, —for 


* 


en pronounced or revealed, so was the 4 5 


in was very good, he had no reference 8 ” 
d any supposed stability in the things created, ta 72 


is having given all things unto Christ, before 


ieir existence, is a proof of his appointment. 
ad God designed the streams of happiness to flow | 
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. ond dwelt among. us. What i is this ? 11 : : 
this; the second Person is here called the 


umanity: now, humanity thus hypostatically 


nited, all its powers are become infinite, not by 
3 3 e nen, 
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hincubetinitiation of essence, but by coitirimat] 
cation of name and powers; for this Person haf 

that proper to his person, which is not proper u 
neither of his natures alone as man, to the God: 


ties, his humanity is become infinite; so he is the 


all were 3 in their = . = ow good 
in their tendencies to produce those effects, that 
accelerated the accomplishment of the "Hy 


the decreed end. 


| opposed the designs of God ; for the decrees being 
instances are easily adduced to prove this: the 


God; for this end he came into the world; he 


| and as the prophecy I is unde upon the decree, 


- 


head, and God to his humanity, yet both Proper 
to his person; yet, by communication of proper. 


— of the glory of God, and the ex pres 
3 image 


— 
— 


_ enpes# 


plan. | 

The decrees of God, and the motives of hu 
man actions, are essentially different: yet, under 
the inspection of Divine wisdom, and under the 
control of Divine power, they are necessaf 
parts of that indivisible whole that avcomplichs 


DAY uns Ca. Tuco 


Men, in their actions, are a8 cuilty as if they 


hid, cannot be a motive 1 action. Numberles 


$5 my — — rm — . . 


crucifixion of Christ, was an event decreed off 


could not be crucified without means, the meant 
and the end being inseperably connected: we 
find that both are equally the subject of prophecy; 


ll 


both 


image of bis person; ; Heb. i.3: Col. i. 15 


in knowledge, in righteousness, and of true holi 


ness; Col. iii. 10: Eph. iv. 24; in our image 
let us make man; in knowledge, the image of the 
Father; in righteousness, the image of the Son; 
in holiness, the image of the Holy Ghost. I say, 
that all the powers of his humanity became infi- 


oy PEN his knowledge of his Father; Mat. | 
i. 


2 : 
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* must t be equally ihe ubject of that decree. 
The oracles of truth inform us, respecting Christ 
who was to be crucified, that he should be a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, &c. 
Lsaiah viii. 14: being an offence to them, their 
angry passions were soon irritated, and under the 
influence of Satanic power, they released a mur- 
derer, and crucified the Lord of life and glory. 
Are we to suppose that the ignominious death of 
the cross, was the effect of diabolic influence, and 
of Jewish opposition, irrespective of the ap- 

pointments of God. We find in the word, that 
his crucifixion | was decreed ; and that the Jews, 
as the means, were W also: and further, 
that the decree was not the result of their time- 

state rebellion, but from eternity. Acts ii. 23; 
Him being delivered by the determinate council 
and fore-knowledge of God; ye þ have taken, and 
by wicked hands, have crucified and slain. 1 Pet. 
i. 33 And 4 stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
„ offence, 


** 


8 


27 » His kiowledge of man ao; - > John x xvid 
=%; his knowledge. of his Father's will and de. 
Crees ; Ps. ii. 7; was infinitely perfect, his rea- 
son, his judgment, his will, was all infinitely 
perfect. His love is l that before his 
Father's e perfections chall be ecli ped, he 
/ will 
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8 offence, (to both the houses of I srael) even to 
them that stumble at the word, being disobedien, 
whereuuto also they were appointed. The exist. 
ence of Judas, to complete the works of redemp. 
tion as a mean, was as necessary as the existence 
of Christ. One of the ends of Christ's death 
was the fulfilment .of prophecy ; he could nd 
have been betrayed without Judas, for Judas was 
appointed thereunto; and the appointment of 
him for ever exclude all ethers from the powe 
of doing it; and had it not been so, the Scrip- 
tures would not have been fulfilled. I have lot 
none of them, but the Son of perdition, that the 

Scriptures. might be fulfilled ; John xvii. 12. 1 
know the squeamishness of moderate divines, and 
of moderate professors, (though the idea of mode- 
rate christians and moderate divines, has some- 
thing in it very problematical) when speaking 
or more properly when thinking of speaking df 
the decrees of God, instead of adhering. to the 
plain testimony of Seripture, instead of feeding 


the doubtful mind with xtabliched truth, = 
sub- 


in engage all his 8 his love and af. 

fections As infinitely perfect to his body. ; 
(e) Now, such a Lord of life was he set up from 

& eternity, therefore his Body was Ng] in 

3 een 


lM. > 


ubstitute A z palaver of their own, 5 which 1 is only 7 
ntelligible to the Egyptians. When the bleed- ; 
ng heart pants for the balm of gilead, it is -" 
wathed with hemlock ; when the parched sout 
pants after living waters to quench his thirst, 

and to lave his burning sides, he is presented with _ 

an utopian draught, that lulls him into temporary £ 
as, but he awakes to meet his misery with all the 
horrors of disappointment.——When making ano- 

ther fruitless effort, he is condemned for not com- 

plying with the recipe, and the stubbornness of - 
he disease attributed to the rejection of their 
legal nostrums. None can effect a cure, but 5 
him who is constituted our covenant-head, and 

he effects the cure, not by laying an additional 

eight upon the palsied shoulders of agonized 

humanity, but by giving the soul, to see that 

according to the design and eternal purposes of 

chovah, that there is a divine oneness between 

Christ and his people; and that all preceding 
lispensations were only preparatory means in the 


— 


he hands of God, to the introduction of this. N 
no (*) Cbrist was eonstituted from eternity the 
head of his church, which is his body; and if so, 
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word of his power; Heb i. 3. So. much for 
be made with him. Now for the covenant it. 


covenant of grace (as is commonly called) waz 
before the covenant made with Adam, commonly 
called the covenant of works ; ; but whether it 


. 
his church must of necessity, had a virtual exist. 


body, over which he presides ; and as the blessei 


but, a suffering head, the number of member 


in the loins of Adam, in consequence of that er- 


qulries as these. How is it Possible, that ma 


2 


bim and by him, -upholding all things by the 
the preparation of this head, for a covenant to 


self: We all agree, that in order-of time, the 


Was 


—_ _—_— 
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ence in him, otherwise it is impossible for us to! 
conceive of a perfect head, irrespective of the 


Redeemer was constituted not only a governing, 


which composed his body were assertained, and 
the degree of sufferings he was to endure speci. 
fied. As a head cf a public body, Adam wa 
a figure of him that was to come.” We existing 


istence, are involved, and that justly, in the 
guilt of that act: and, as Adam never existel 
without bearing this relation to all the gener. 
tions that sprang from him, so neither wa 
Christ considered as the anointed of the Father 
irrespective of his church. The enemies d 
trvth will be perpetually pestering the children of 
the promise, with such wise and important em. 


whd 


- 


he vas first or 141 in order of working, i is the ques- 
tion: my Lord direct me here, I am loth to - 
ontradict any, eee eee to ng: 1 iht 5 


J shall weigh bot bn. x |! 
tie Obj. What need was there of a covenant h 
grace, if Adam had not fallen? Therefore, the 

the fall of Adam was considered in order of work- 

ing before the covenant of grace was made, for 

fthout the- fall there was no need of grace. 
=P bo ü 

ba are PR | mitts of tiene, 3 * an ex 

the stence before time began? How is it Possible 7: 

gf he word of God informs you, that no man 

hath ascended up to Heaven, but he that came 


Vas: 


us 


„down from Heaven, even the Son of Man wha i is 
audi Heaven. We have an account of many. that 


0 res up to Heaven, that never had in their 
vn persons been there before, and therefore could 
in" in that sense come down from Heaven, in the 
gross sense of the word; but they come down 
the in the fullness, and in the individuality of their 
membership in Christ, when he came down from 
eaven; and no one will ascend there but what 
wil zme down in union with Jesus Christ, in his 


hen vent to our world; and if united to him when | 
Ne LO, this union must have been the work of 
n uod, for they could not form this union; and if 


the cel of God, it must be eternal : for what 
od discovers to us in time, was eternally effec- 
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First. If Adam had not fallen, it should hare, 
| then by grace to all Adam's posterity ; for if his 


disobedience was imputed, his obedience must 
have been imputed also: there was no need of 
the fall, to the end it might be by grace; but if 


it had been so, Adam had the glory, and Jesu 
Christ bad * without it. po 
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1 rn 


—— 3 
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ted i in his divine purposes: and the purpoer of 
God gives existence to all persons and things, 


This divine union is thus represented by the late 


Dr. Gill; being so truly excellent in itself, and 
so consistent with the Scriptures, that I shall 


N it in the author's own words. 


1. An election- union in Christ: this flows 
0 the love of God: 


election pre-supposes 
love, 2 Thes, ii. I 3, particularly persons are 
said to be chosen in Christ, as Rufus: Rom. xvi. 

13, and the Apostle says of himself and other, 


that God had chosen them in Chrict, and that before 


the foundation of the world: Eph. i. 4, election 
gives a being in Christ, a kind of subsistence 


in him, though not an actual being, yet at 
Ieast a representative being, even such an one as 


they are capable of having grants of grace made 


to them in Christ, and of being blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in him, and that before the 


world began. 2 Tim. i. 9; Eph. i. 3, 4]; and 


how can they be Said to have a being in Christ, 
and 


x 
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natural marriages; the perepns between whom it 


Secondly. If Adam's fall must be considered in 
order of working before the covenant of God in 
Christ, then Adam, and his body and covenant, 

must have been first in God's consideration. 
Thirdly. If Adam's fall must be considered 
in order, before God's covenant in Christ, then 
Jesus Christ and his covenant has * _ for 
8 | | | 
. — e 5 Fourth. s 
2 — — 3 5 | 
wad yet have no union to him? I cannot. con- 
ceive: besides, in election there is a near relation 
that commences between Christ and the elect; he | 
is given to be an head to them, and they are given 
to be members to him, and as such they are cho- 
sen together, he first in order of nature, as the 
head, and then they as members of him. Christ 
is the chosen head of the church, the church the 
chosen body of Christ, the fullness of him that 
fileth all in all ; Eph. i. 22, 23. Hence is the 
safety and security of the Saints, being in Christ 
through electing grace, and united to him, and 
therefore said to be preserved in him, herein and 
hereby put into his hands, made the sheep of 
his hand, out of whose hands none can pluck 
them, nor they ever fall; Jude i „ | 
2. There is a conjugal union between Christ 
and the elect, which also flows from love, and 
commenced in eternity. By the institution of 
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_ | Founthly. If Adam's fall PRE RY ape | 
k 2 A 12 Adam and his covenant has not been mak 


= r Duri. | 
= * Fifthly. -If Adam's fall must e ended in 
= order of work ing before God's covenant in Christ 
= this is to bring God's covenant in time; for i. 
1 the fall was in order of 3 tive, then 
1 | 7 Bl. „„ » 
= 1 2 — 
vv is 5 become one . did Au and! 
= Eve, and a nearer union than this cannot be well 
1 conceived of; whose marriage was a shadow and 
b L 3 representation of that between Christ and his 
wm church, whom having espoused, he nourishes and 
_ cherishes as his own flesh, and they become one, iſ® 
wh and have one and the same name, that i is, Chris W* 
= Mystical; Eph. v. 29. 32; 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
= Now, though the open marriage -relation between N 
wh Christ and particular persons, takes place at con- 
WH version, which is the day of their. espousals to Ws 
= | . . : 5 him; Jer. 11. = The more public notification Id 
of it will be when all the clect are gathered in, WF" 
\ 1 and shall in one body be as a bride adorned for WW" 
_ her husband, and the marriage of the lamb shall u 
* | * 85 come, and this deelared in the most open manner, e 
* { 2M and the nuptials solemnized most magnificently; » 
Wil 4 Rev. xxi. 2. Let, the Secret act of - betrothing dt] 
| bl Ee Was in eternity, when Christ being in love with y 
- VB the chosen ones, asked tbem of his Father, to be e 
_ his * bride; and 8 12285 to him, he = 
e 
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he covenant must be. in time be! however, N 
2. chuffled out of. our. sight by: pretence. of 


from eternity. 


Sixthly. Tf the fall of Adam must 3 
red in order of working before God's covenant 
vith Christ; and this covenant of God with 


ae 25 Adam s fall, and that in time 


90. 


. 55 3 Seventhly. 


K 
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d from thence forward looked upon them as 
ing, in such relation to him, and which is 
e foundation of all: aſter- acts of grace unto 
em, | Hence because of his marriage relation 


mself for her, shed his precious blood to sanctify 


hen he first betrothed her. Heb. v. 25, 26; 
7, So with the Jews there was 2 private be- 


„And so Christ is said to be the husband of 
e Gentile Church before She. was in actual be- 
85 e liv. Se 


Pg 


2 


hcist,, makes the elect the fœderal body of 
hrist; then Christ and his body of election hath 


xrothed. theme unto. himself © in | loving-kindness, : 


to dls church, he became her surety, and gave 


dd cleanse her from all the i impurities of the fall, 
d other. transgress ions, that he might present 

er unto himself a glorious: church, without spot 
wrinkle, or any such thing; even just such a 
urch and in such glory as he had viewed her in, 


thing before open marriage; Deut. xxii. 23, 


9 There 


- 


i 


mediator of it, and his goings forth in it were a 
. early, Prov. viii. 23, Micah v. 2. Eternal lil 


1. 9. All which proves the antiquity of this o 


only, but for and on the account of his peophi 


62 


„ Serenthly. If the fall must be ehrieldeveg firs, 
then all things have not been made for J 
Christ, so all those n are rand, Col, j hi 
018: _ 
FEighthly. If so, al things were not made h 
Jesus Christ; for had it, it would: suppose Chrig 
to work before he had a being; Col. i. 15, 16, 
T7, 18. 1 Cor. viii. 6. John i iv. 1, 2, 35 45 
—_—_ 

Upon all these universal aſirmations, 2 

1 


3. There is a federal union between Chi 
and the elect, and they have a covenant-subsis. 
ence in him as their head and representative. The 


covenant flows from, and is the effect of the lo 
grace, and mercy of God; these are spoken d of 
along with it, as the foundation of it. Praln 
IxXXXix. 2. 34, Isaiah liv. 10, hence it is com. 
monly called the covenant of grace, and this m 


made from everlasting, Christ was set up as Mn. 


was promised before the world began, and bles o, 
ings of grace so soon provided, Tit. i. 2, 2 Tia 


venant. Now this covenant was made vil 
Christ, not as a single persou, but as a com 
mon- head, not for himself or his own accou 


5 1 


72s made for and by Jesus Christ. The doc- 


i nruine needs no more proof, but rather amplification. — 
First, I observe that God, when he comes to 
create man, seems to be at a pause, and in a con- 


u ult in his persons, about the state and form he 


{to e us s that 855 inane wisdom had been 


1 — 


8 
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3 the ava of ak was mas with Adam; 
25 the federal head of all his posterity, hence he 


ome, Rom. v. 4 : 80 the covenant of grace was 
WN made with Christ AS the federal head of his 
0 ppiritual offspring, and for this reason a parallel 
Is ran between them in Rom. v. 14, and 1 Cor. 


rorld, the one called the first, the other the second 
man. Christ represented his people i in this co- 
enant, and they had a representative union with 

bim in it; all that he promised and engaged to 

eo, he promised and engaged to do in their name, 

on their account; and when performed, it 

was the same with God, as if it had been done by 

them ; and when he received promises and bless- 

Ings of grace, he received them in their name, 

pnd they received them in him, being one with 

im as their common head and representati ve. 


my faith; ; that the. covenant ot with Adam 


a as if they had been the only two men in the 


G2 „ * There 


chould make him 1 in 3 not that God was then con- 
zulting his wisdom and persons, and not before, 


25  emmployed | 


is said to be the figure or type of him that was to 
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employed about it; being that Gol oreateũ then 
for his glory in Christ, some vessels to exalt hi 
grace, and some to glorify his justice; how ther 
must be formed, and in what state, is the busines, 
(Now for the glory of Christ or never.) Shall 

they have a covenant made with every one in 
particular, as the Angels had, and so the elect 
be upheld from falling, and the reprobates jeſt 
to the power of their own free will, as the 
Angels? No. e Because, h the up. 

" hold 


A he 
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8 There < is a legal union WW berwee Christ and 
the elect, the bond of which is his suretiship for 
them, flowing from his strong love and affection 
to them; in this respect, Christ and them are 
one in the eye of the law, as che bondsman and 
debtor are one in a legal sense, if one of then 
pays the debt bound for, it is the same as if te 
other did. Christ is the surety of the better tes 
tament, he drew nigh to God, gave his bond 
laid himself under an obligation to pay the debts 
of his people, and satisfy for their sins, who be 
ing as such accepted of by God, he and they 
were considered as one, and this is the grob 
and foundation of his payment of their debts 
and the imputation of his righteousness to them! 
in short, it is the Saints antecedent anion and u. 
lation to Christ in eternity, in the several views 


of it in 2 it has been „„ which! 7 
the 


1! bolding g grace and power of Jesus Christ had been 
seen in this, yet God's love to his Son, the Son's 


= = 


$0 

$8, been manifested neither to the Father, nor to us, 
nor to the world, nor to Angels, so Christ had 
u not had the glory. Well, shall there be two 
c heads set up? one the head of the elect, and a | 
ei covenant made with him for them all, and another 


be with the vessels appointed unto. wrath, and so 
i BO will uphold. the head of the 2 with a pro- 
7 N 1 . 


en 


the oi and reason pe” all 7 Christ did and 
suffered for them and not for others; the reason 


them, was because they were children given to 


en bim, and why he laid down his life for them, be- 


cause they were his sheep, and why he gave him- 


elf for them, because they were his church, and 


1d, why he saved them from their sins, becauge they 
wi were his people: Heb. ii. 13, 14; John x. 14, 
, Eph. v. 25; Mat. i. 21. In a word, 

„e union to Christ is the first thing, the first blessing 
ni. of grace flowing. from, love, and effected by it, 


and redemption ; z 1 Cor. i, 30. Vaion with 
BE "OM . 


love to us (in obeying and in bleeding) had not 


in. why he became incarnate for them, and took upon 
e him human nature, with a peculiar regard to 


and hence is the application of all others, him 
are ye in Chriit Jesus, first loved and united to 
Christ; and then it follows, who of God is made 
-ynto us Wisdom and righteousness, sanctification . 
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leave to his own free will? No. Why? It can. 


1 faith, and holiness.“ 


— 


A mise, nol the Hed! of the rnb we will 


ndt nor shall not be so, saith the Father, for! 
am the Lord, saith the Father, and this is con. 
trary to my will: for if this head of the election 
Should be u pheld, and suppose he should be made 

in our image, and if he should keep covenant for 
all his; yet, saith the Father, it shall not be 5 
for then, saith he, J must take my glory from 

_ thee that i is daily my delight, and give it to an. 

other 


rn | 


, Christ! is whe rn anden a thing of Tuatific | 
tion and sanctification and all: Chirist first take 

us, and then sends his spirit; he apprehends us 
First; it is not my being regenerated that puts 
me into a right of all these privileges, but it h 
Christ first takes me, then eives me his pin, 


The fourfold view we have of this Divine 
union in the above representation, is ground 
upon the Divine testimony, and has for its bas 
the authority of God; and while it secures the 
glory to his name, it establishes for ever the 
absolute perpetuity of that state, to which the 
guilty offender is admitted by the parental effort 
of electing love. As this choice which God mai 
of his people was independent of their concur 
rence, so neither does the certainty of its appl 


cation nor its continuance arise from the unisot 
: tend 


der that is but my image. Teaiah xlü. 8; I 
an. m the Lord, that is my name, and my glory 1 will 
r | Wl 1 not give to another, neither my praise 10 graven 
o- images. Well, what must be dene agy then? 
ion Now God must consult his wisdom and, qounsel : | 
ade nd who was that? It was Jesus Christ, Col. ii. 

for 3, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
50: end knowledge. Prov. viii. 14 Counsel is 
om nine, and sound wisdom : I am 3 = 
I # —— saith Jeeus Christ. 8 8 | 
her | Won „ | Now, 


r 


Oe AUP their üben with the means call its mani- 

festation. The universal experience of the 
church bears a testimony to this. Have not the 
dctrines of electing love, together with the 
counterpart of that Divine act, stood as devour- 
ing lions in the way of a trembling believer ? 
Have they not harrassed him night and day ?— 
These probably have been according to the order 
of Divine operations, whips of Sorpions under 
which they have passed, to be brought into the 
bonds of the covenant. No arguments however 
founded in truth, and enforced with that enthu- 
iam peculiar to a desire of promoting the good 

of others, have ever prevailed in removing. these ob- 

cles the soub refused to be comforted, and nothing 

Wil remove them until God speaks by his spirit 

t the heart; Sinner I have loved: thee, I have 
* n said unto thee, in | 
| thy 
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Ne as Christ was alles. Teaiah ix. 6, 
* doubtless is highly concerned with the 1 
motion of both his natures, and both his relating 
his Father, before whom he was always rejoic. 
ing, Prov. viii. 30, and with the sons of men 

- that were his delight. Now his counsel mut 

de highly concerned with the glory of his m. 

tures, and the glory of his person. Now the 

Father can do nothing without man, Prov. vii. 

27, 28, 29, 30, whatsoever he * it is iu 
5 him; 

thy blood live.“ There exists in all men nat. 

rally, a disposition of mind which induces thef 
to believe, that God takes a gracious notice of 
them in proportion to the pious resolutions the 
have formed, and the piety ( falsely $0 called) of 
© their lives. They cannot suppose it possible thi 
God has fixed his affections upon a guilty wretch, Wi ic 
whose swinish nature has led him to the thicket] tl 
and deepest mire. They suppose that we ar 
first to choose God and his ways, and then ther 
is no fear but God will choose us. This is ad 
the established order of Divine- operations. 7! 
bove not chosen me but I haue chosen you, &c. ok 
xv. 16, The choice originated with God. 1 
am Hund of them that sought me not. As tlg 
choice is the act of that God who cannot be mis 
taken, he therefore knowing the end from the 


F 3 could not choose them from a mistaken 
vien 


wo 6 2. . 


„bim; | if the Father: . bis fan he — 
the man; if he takes counsel of his son, the 
counsel of the man is in it, and so the consult 
was divine and human, or n or we 
bold not have understood it. : 
First. That there should be one man rnd | 
with his body in him, so for form in the same 
image and likeness of Christ, both in person and 
boch but what covenant- state to put them in, 
is the next thing in consult. Well, saith the 
= > | Father, | 


— — 6 B: eas cos 2g. "OK: ae. 


they as far as it in them lies, counteract the-effects 
of their original choice, because they are deceived 
in the objects of*that choice ; but blessed be God, 
this cannot in any possible sense whatever apply 
to him: his Divine perfections cannot admit the 
idea of a secondary act, superior in its effects to 


be primary efforts of his mind: he knew from 
u de remotest period, what he would constitute 
u them in time, and to what state they would be 
brought by their disobedience at any given period 
. 


of that time - state existence, he having laid upon 
him (Christ) the iniquity of us all, must have 


zins, all the sins of God's people, be charged 
upon Christ? And bow could the charge by be- 
ing brought home with all its | welght 10 him heal 


us, 


view of their nol chargcters.:. Men chocs, and e 


known them in their number, in their malignity, 
and in their demerit, otherwise how could the 
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F ather, if we make x a covenant with one man al 
" Us behalf of all, .and if that man keeps the cu. 
venant, then my purposes according to election 
cannot stand; and if we set up two heads, [' 
must give the praise to a graven image; and 
besides, saith the Son, this my body will hare! 
no other life, but that which is in man, and  ]; 
45 shall never possess them, nor them me. Well, 
'* maith the Father, I will have all my attributes 
f set forth and n Wan, saith the Sq 4 | 


E, 


1 _— —— e —— 


Fes ; . 8 — 
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us, „ "without an union being constituted betueg | 

Christ and his people, and a responsibility on his; 

part for them? They all met in his bosom like a 

5 e army, and meeting there, he subdued them 

and i in consequence of the chastisement of our! 

peace being laid upon him, the cruel stripes that! 
furrowed his blessed back, the rugged nail that 
lascerated his pure flesh, and the bloody speit 

that seperated his ribs and gained entrance to his: 

: heart, possess healing virtues to the wounded sou, 
vp 8 through his stripes we are healed. The sus. 
pension of the Divine influence upon the eros, 

under the weight of which, he cried, . My God, 

my Father, why hast thou forsaken me,” mutt 
have been equal, yea, more than equal to all the 
wmuinges of an agonizing conscience knawed by 
1 never-dying worm, and smarting under the tre- 
= r load of an eternal death. — 
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7 * 
N 'F — Wor 


know tha if : abs is . in | my WN rea- 
conable creatures, that it will be reasonable for 


covenant for mine, and thou shall impute my 
obedience to them. Prov. viii. 14, Counsel is 
mine, and sound wisdom. Well, saith the Fa- 
ther, how shall my mercy. and grace be mani- 
fested? How shall my love to thee and them 


and e This will never reach the depths of 


— » — 
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of God, for this end and purpose; and God know- 


that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Having, by an unremitting ad- 
herence to the preceptive part of God's law, obey- 


of both obedience and sufferings, in the language 


: RSS S 


* 3 &. ©. > 53 


far his righteoumess' Sake „ he will obey the. law and 
make 


—_— I 


them to keep a law ; therefore I will enter into 


(which is so infinite) be manifested before men 
it, 
boful the scene, * e Christ was the elect | 


ing the state of his chosen people, constituted him 
who never approved of sin, a sin-offering for us, 


ed, and by his painful death, met the full penalty 
annexed to the transgression, he removed the curse 
and rendered it eternally henorable. The result 


of the holy spirit, was well pleasing unto God: 
pleasing, as it afforded a sufficient protection to 
the objects of his love, from the awful consequen- 
ces of sin, and served as an impenetrable shield 
against the malignant opposition, and the destruc- 
tive power of Satan. The Lord is well pleased 5 


— 


/ 


1 m Hor the telght; rieb lee 
pp of it: and besides, the reprobates will have res. 
0 complain, because they are set in a heat 
by themselves. Well, saith infinite Wisdom, 
IT Sift that my body cannot- know/the depth af 
 .__ - thy. love; nor mine neither, except they, gn} 
E | therefbre let us appoint them! all lone head, boch 
0 | for the vessels of wrath, and for the vessels of 
merey; let us furnish him with 8uMciency and 
strength, and 'the-/liberty of his will, - and gie 
him an easy law, with a threat, that if he sin, 
ne and his posterity shall--bear-the—uttermost of i. 
thy wrath; and thou shaft lay all the-sin of thing 
upon me, and 1 will make satisfaction to thy 
justice for them. Well saith the-F ather; I 20. 
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+ mal eee Isaiah «hi; 214 "Sin he took 
away by the sacrifice of himself; and: Satan he 
compleatly vanquished, for he destroyed death, 
and him that had the Power: of death, that is the 

\ Devil: Heb. ii. 14. Neither is it. possible for 
them, by any act or aets of theirs, to destroy the fer 
council af God, for this union of choice is {iſ 
btrengthened by another endearing tye, compare 

Das we have seen, to a marriage union, and the 
. comparison is drawn, When the person betrothel 
gdossesses no Laer nd to OY ut 
him to that un La) ALIENS RE 1 * 

"GX „% MM 


ings and accept. abs. Ianto verse * 5 
Grant thee according to thine own heart, and 
fulfl all thy counsel. Well, saith the F ather, * 
vill impute thy obedience to them, for rightebus- 
nes, and I will be merciful to their unrighte- 
ousness, and their sin and iniquity I will remem- 

der no more: and, as for thee, call upon mein © 
the day of trouble, and 1- will deliver thee, and „ 
mou shalt glorify me. „ F 
Now let us 0 man in our own n image, after . 


FF 
* 


2 
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For the manifestation of it is Se TS when the-- 
wbject of it is implicated in the foulest guilt; _ 
and guilt arising not only from the contamination 

of nature unrestrained by an internal principle, 
ut after a discovery of the tenderest regard, and 

the most unbounded affection on the part of God. 
Why is not the axe of Divine vengeance laid 

to the root of the guilty tree, and God consign 

it to the flames of Hell? Why does not Jus- 

tice unsheath its sword, and plunge it into the 2 
victim's heart? Why does not Equity shut _, -Þ 
every avenue of comfort against such a faithless - | 
ard polluted traitor ?—Why ? God gives the 

reason - why, Jer. iii. 14, Turn, O backsliding 

lrael, saith the Lord, for I am married unto. 

you—There is no power existing that shall 

dissolve this union, not even sin in its foulest 

form; for, when this union took place, the ex- 
JT 


= 
2 
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; 
eur own Ukeness ; let him have dominion, } 
must add, because it has been sweetly upon my 
spirit all this day. Gen xlii. 9, I will be surey 
for him; of my hand shalt thou require him; 
if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before 
thee, then let me bear the blame for ever. This 
was the language of the lion of the tribe of Judah | 
to prove what portion of Scripture in the whole 
book of God, amplifies the covenant-of God in 


Christ, N or so much, as this abput Adam; 
„5 15 eme, | 


P L » Pat ** ** _ i oth. IT 1 
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| tstence of sin, of every sin, Was predicated, and 
the grand end of the constituted union, was to 
prevent its evil consequences; my soul would 
instantly and irrecoverably sink into utter despair, 
did T once believe tbe existence of one sinful 
thought intransferrible to the account of the Son 
of God; that thought and that act not for- 
seen when the union took place, must of neces., 
sity be of the above description. Had we had any- 
hand in the imputation of our crimes to Christ, 
we would have been the means of our own dam. 
nation ; for would we not, prior to the commis- 
sion of innumerable guilty acts that gall our con- t 
sciences, had we heard them enumerated, instant. be 
ly have said, No, Lord, do not lay thine hand f nc 


so heavy upon him, after so much favor shewn, 
and mercies received, we can never act $0 bas, bo 
thi 


. $0 9 a part. Suppoxe for instance, that * 
; 
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insomuch, that the Apostle sets them up one 
inst another, in respect of their constitutions, 


both general heads of their respective bodies, as 


having none of their members concerned with 
their covenant's conditions, but themselves alone. 
I say, no covenant in heaven or in earth, did 
amplify or manifest this covenant as this of 


Adam's; First, for matter; Secondly, for form. 
First; In respect of matter. This beautiful 


tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Set up in 


7 the 
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transfer was made, ever have thought it possible 


for him to have spat in the Saviour's face, by de- 
nying him? Had any of his associates affirmed 


the possibility of such an event's taking place, he 
would haughtily have charged them with a lie, 
and served them as he did Malchus, if not worse: 


If all the world deny thee, yet will I not deny 
thee, It is our merey that it is the work of 


God. 

As 4 was not the source 5 whence 
it sprang, disobedient as all the children of God 
hive been, and still are, their disobedience shall 
not disannul the everlasting covenant. If thy 
children forsake my ways, &. though they 
bought him no sweet cane with money, though 


they never gladdened him with the fat of their : 


wh, sacrifices, 


had power given him, to transfer his sins to 
the account of Jesus, would he at the period he 


the midst of the + det, as the Inlet of th 
covenant of God in Christ, guarded round wit 
the law, withi its curses in its hand, must not be 
eaten upon PR 'or Gods: Cano "temporal, 


and eternal. 


First. Now. Alm cannot eat to Aide know. | 
ledge above that he had, being it was forbidden, 
but he must make a God of i it, and of him whom! 
he believed, rather than God; here i is one com. 


mand broken. Sk Le Fe band | 


„%% 8 8 | Second, 


_ * — 


wecrifices; but made en to serve win their sins, 
though they impiously wearied him with their 
iniquities, yet he informs them, (and who dates 
call the propriety of his conduct in question) J, 
even I am he that blotteth out thy transgressiom 
ſor mine own sake, and will not remember th 


{+ sins; Isaiah xliii. 24, 25. 


Te truth of this is furtber ral by 


"-thi existence of a covenant, a covenant well or- 


dered in all things and sure. Being well ordered 


| It necessarily meets with all the wants and diff- 


_ culties of God's people, and in its bosom are con- 
_ tained all that they can need: this covenant is; 


their stay in adversity ; it forms an immoveabl 


base for their hope, and assures them a safe con- 
duct through the storm, and a sure protection 


from danger: and whatever circumstances attend 
doo ne whether wart are adverse or prospe- 


rous, 


=” © © 


ein He bonn his ſection to ils 1 
commands broken. 


or he would have believed es here is Gree 
commands broken. 


table broken. | 
Fi i toy, 


TT — 


you's; den cannot | affece t the ability of the m_ 
nant or the interest of the christian in its bless 
ings : Lsaah liv. 10, For the mountains shell 


„ i 4:part, and the hills, but the covenant Stall not 
nde chaken, even by that mighty shock that 
urls creation down.“ T his covenant as it 


respects us, is all of grace. as it respected Christ 
with whom it was made, (I have made a cove- 
nant with: my chosen; I have sworn, &c. Psalm 
bxxiii. 9.) It was an awful agreement of obe- 
dience and sufferings, and having complied with 
all its terms as our surety and head, this Divine 


Adamic covenant : we were originally branches 
of that family, and the only method by which we 


3 dead te the law; in ourselves it could 
ng nat 


ledge, or fruit, and falls down to Ky nnen | 
Thirdly. He had vain and light teen wat God, 


Fourthly. He Se eat, db ho broke bis” 
test in his consctence, and with God, and that 
probably on the seventh * o Were! is the first | 


covenant irresistibly operated to the removal of all 
all the obstacles arising from the breach of the 


could possibly be betrothed unto another, was by 
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F ifthly. He honored not his aer, but ts 
eee him, in that he believed not that Gol 
| gave him his command for good; 5* besides, he was 
K+ the cause that obedience was never given perfect. 

ly to parents more, , (Curin e ) here is 
five broken. 


| | | Sixthly. He is a ib en e, and kills al 
„ his posterity with him; have are six en 1 
. broke. LOTS = 14 28 
ny He committed adultery nov in 
| | | "Oy N 
* not be obtained, for the 9 of ths law 260 
RR. unalienable, but being dead to the law throug lo 
1 the body of Christ, we are lawfully married oh 
:# another: This truly interesting subject is thus 
i expressed by the holy spirit, Rom. vii. 2. 4, for * 

E:-1| the woman which hath an husband, is bound by 
Ly the law-to her husband, as long as her husband th 
7 - liveth ; but if her husband be dead, she is loi q 
* 4 from the law of her husband ; wherefore, my G 
\ | \. brethren, ye also are become lend to the law, th 
I du the body of Christ, that ye should be married * 
: to another, even to him who is raised from the ca 
3 dead, that we > should bring forth our fruit unto ed 
"We ff God. | 5 be 
13 Now, in eee of: ls deen, of wu 
788 mercy and mysterious love; the sinner, or rather le 
|. . © the church, is legally, constituted the bride of th 5 


þ / Lamb. This divine union has therefore 2 
1 | | our 


here is eight broken. 


/ . — 


ways ; «Gods 15 commirtad with another God; 

gecondly, in friendship to his wife, in "Wis "phy 
ing to her voice, James iv. 4; thirdly, in desir- 
ing that which was forbidden; here is the Seventh 


broken. 


Eighthly. He atlas far it was none of his; ; 


— 


Ninthly. He bore false witness, in as much 


25 he rendered himself incapable of ever witness- 


ing for- the truth more, for as much as he had 
| believed | 


al 8 3 * 7 WT. 
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four divine pillars for its support; — the clecting 
love of God, — the covenat of eternal mercy, — 
the actual betrothing of the church by Christ; 
,—and the justice of God sanctioning the whole, 
&cing the whole is lawful, just, and right. 


Seeing then, that in all these gracions acts, 
that God is for us, we join in the apbstolic en- 
quiry, who shall seperate us from the love of 


God? No tongue has yet framed a reply. Had 
the covenant of grace not brought us into a dead 


State to the law, this could not have been the 


case, for the law would eternally have condemn- 
ed us, though it is fitly called a dead letter ;— 


being weakened through the sinfulness.of our na- 


ure having no power to give life, yet it is a killing 1 


letter, for it worketh death: since the fall, it 


never pronounced a single sentence to any of the 
children of meys: save this dreadful monosyllable, 


Death! 


believed a lie, and had given che truth the i 
here is nine commands broken. 
Tenthly. He broke this also, for be Covey 
ever thing in this. — Now, Adam, if hoy ein 7 
thou breakest all these. 2 
Now, what shall we say? Was A by 
trinsical virtue in this tree, to give knowledge 
good and evil? No: but only as the eating of inſti 
was the breach of God's law ; rg tree had nf" 
Py in Oy, but tho command, | the 


Non 


— — — — — - 3 — 
Dearth ! ** Cumed is is every one e that contiinel Nas 
not in all things, written in the book of the lay, 
to do them :” it has consigned millions to dark. 

ness and hell: its language in life, in death, and" 
for ever to every one who is in any case whatever" 
imperfect : ** Pay me what thou owest.“ WhMiſ": 
then can be saved? not one who looks to the lay 
for aid, This is going to Egypt for help with 
a vengeance; this is cooling the fever of the 
mind, by dropping into the flames of hell; thy 
that are saved, are happily made partakers of that 
Which the law requires, and by it are exonoratel 
from all its demands, and freed from its cure. bur 
What the law can do, was emblematically repre- 
sented by the Cherubim, with their flaming 
swords, guarding the tree of life; — none date 
approach; death, and the most tremendous death 


awaited them : there i is a sense in which the * 


| ah; this tree being so called the tree of know- 
doe of good and evil, was but to signify that 
ere was good and evil beyond what they knew of 

7 2 estate, which they could not come at with- 

put sin, and this good was unknown to them, but 
the evil was, thou shalt die. (See note d, p. 18,) 
Now Adam breaks the law, and so ventures 

he evil, to come to the knowledge of that un- 
known good. We see it appears plainly that 
the whole law was contained in that covenant to 
Adams ; 


＋ 
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bas to do with the salvation of a guilty e —— 
nd there is a sense. in which it has nothing to do 
with it: —the sense in which it hath to do with 
It, is as it stood connected with Christ; he was 
onstituted a sin- offering, and stood inseperably 
pected with this law; he was born of a wo- | 
man made under the ir, that he might redeem oY 
them that were under the law, and that they who 
ere legally and justly condemned, might receive 
tte adoption of sons, Gal. iv. 5. He was under | 
a covenant engagement to 5 and to die under 
its curse. Exclusive of. the above law, the Savi- 
our was born as an Israelite, under the ceremo- 
nial law, and a law entirely distinct from both, 
which may be properly called a mediatorial law. 
This mediatorial law to which Christ submitted, —  _ 
imposed obedience to the institutes of a dispen sa. 
lon, that property: . could not be called _ _ bl 
| 0 * : - 
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EO 3 "it IW eating wh the Fey of 

whole law, so that the obedience of the wha 

law was contained in obeying this, Thou $4 

not eat of it. But since the fall, the curg j 
temoved about the tree of life, turning every 
way, about which all the vessels of wrath aj 
catching at to this day, and will be, what judg 
ment svever they pretend. Now for the former 
as has been said before, his I alone 1 
required. To 


„„ | Fin 
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a e of the Jaw 1 nor the e 
glorious than the former, obscurity itself com 
pared with the latter, being divinely institute 
t may be properly called, a. short but an ene 
getic intetregnum, or an intermediate space be 
tween the abtogation of the Levitical priestho 
and the establishment of Him who was made 
. 23 for ever, after the order of Melchizedeck 
This mediatorial law imposed upon Christ th 
necessity of compliance with all the institution 
of every dispensation : as an Israelite he v 
circumcisd the eighth day, &c.— Under the m a 
thority of this law, he complied with the baj 
tism of John in the wilderness ; when John, us 
der a deep and an humiliating sense of his un 
worthiness objected, (being in his best estate onh 
a reed shaken with the wind, ) his difficulties a 


removed, and his * obviated, when he f 
in 


* 


lis, all his posterity is turned out gn him. 


n required, Thou shalt not eat of it, I ques- 


at tree Was. ; * 


out with a flaming sword, turning every way, 
keep the way 41 the tree of life. Now, if 


—— 
——— — 
_ —_ 


L _ 


kere was no law existing that could have enforced 
ke necessity of any kind of suffering or. obedi- 
te guilty, The moral law could only have. 


ind of obedience that quadrated with the nature 
Fits requisitions : the moral law could never 


* Mosaic economy, for this economy was in- 
duced to remove the guilt typically from the 


ld have been in the above instance, the purity 


lis mind would have * the necessity- 
+ 


Pint. It appears because he was turned wt of : 
he garden, there was none begotten. | in that Pa- 


Saul. If the obedience to that law had 
jon whether one e of his sons knew where or what | 


Thirdly. Because ps tree of life 1 was 3 


Adam's 


formed that i it is necessary it t should . 80 now, 7 
at all e * be ee Mu | 


He our blessed Savi jour therefore been as > Tal | 


pom imputed as he was from persanal guilt, 


dee, that would have the least tendency to bene- 


tmanded obedience to its precepts, and that 
we required a compliance with the institutes of 


Mscience, but where there was no guilt, as it 


— 


Adam's ; covenant had been a and he ein. 
ned only for himself, then en N must be 
kept from it, and not all men. : 
Fourthly. Because the b is cursed for bi 

sake, Gen. iii. 17, If his sin had been his only; 
the curse could not have -redounded to all the 
world, but must have extended no further tha 
to Adam, as Cain s did. 
PFifthly. It appears, because \dfter the fal 
T_T a e of life N publie 
18 55 55% Nou, 

| of an "offering; and: PTy r of his life 
would have rendered circumcision unnecessary, 
It was this divine law that laid upon him the ind 
perious necessity of suffering death; it wa 
this that rendered it necessary, that he * whont 
the world was formed, should become poory 
that we through his poverty might be made rich; 
it was this that rendered the poverty and disgra 
of his birth necessary, poor, born in a stable 
and his infantile existence preserved by being 
_ wrapped in swaddling clothes, disgraced, laying 

in a manger. The scene to me intimates such 
Soul-humbling considerations as these, 'thaf thou 
in that state, he still continued the God of heavell 
and earth, and the sole object of religious ado 
tion. © Yet for us men and for our salvation, 
he Was willing not only to be numbered th 

CERT, but e to sink ber into eyen 
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ind 


Now, if Adatt 8 os had been innpe andy to 
him, then all his posterity must have come to 
the tree of knowledge, and had their trial there; 
and as many as did eat, be turned out, or they had 
not fair play for their game; and as many as did 
not eat, be kept in the garden, without toil, or 
sckness, or death. Oh! how are alf the sons of 
Adam at sueh labor to return into that Paradise 
again, bur cannot find the way. What, has 

our father, / Adam ventured upon the evil d fr an 


un- 
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kind of misery - than we possibly could; born 
among. the beast! Does it not, in all the em- 
phasis* of woe inform us, such was your guilt, 
such was the demefit of your sin, that᷑ in order to 


/ 


mY 


ave you, I not only voluntarily engaged to 3 


fer the common calamities incident to human 


life, but also to be treated by my Father, and 
that in the most public manner, as a being (ap- 
parently } of an inferior order; and after a life 
of the most painful suffering, to die an igtiomi- 
nious death, (the death of a thief or a -murderer) - 
and marked as the victim of the same distressing 
poverty; as attended my birth! See him fastened 
io the bloody tree, his blessed body covered with 
its own” gore; and while yet warm as: it flowed 
from his bleeding veins, it drops upon his eruel 
murderers, while they, ferocious as wolves, gulp- 
© it as ĩt fell: lt onen ANG. the m_—_ ascended | 
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n good? aid now ye cannot find | it, 1 
would return back again. But some will 820, 
there, is an universal promise of grace; as fg 
that we shall discourse of afterwards : but how. 
ever, if there be an universal promise of grace, 
there is an universal sin, or there needs not an 
universal promise c of grace; so if there be a uni- 
versal promise of grace, the point must be grant. 
ed; but the former i is true, a the s latter, Jer. 


il. 15. Tit. i. 2. . "Pp 


„ Sixth 
to Seal pardon to his very 3 : while SES with 
unrelenting cruelty, denied him (whose hand 
scooped out the bed of the ocean) a drop of water 

to allay his thirst, but gave him vinegar mixed 
with gall he lifted up his languid eyes to Hz 
ven, and every distorted feature demanded, whey: 
ther his sufferings were not sufficiently poignant 

to obtain release for his enemies, while they, in 
the maddening triumph of momentary victory, 

5 exulted i in his distress: he seems to have forgot 
his pain and ignominy in his concern for their 
welfare : and at the very moment when the soul 
was going to take its flight from a body rendered 
untenable by its sufferings, it could not leave it 

| former companion in misery, until it trembled 
out a prayer, in all the unfelt (to us) and inde- 
scribable ardor of a dying moment: Father, 


a forgive them, for they know not what they do.“ 
| Never 
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Samy If there was no law universal given 
m Adam to Moses, then the sin of Adam was 
Inputed to all his posterity; for if the sin of 
dam was not imputed, nor any law given, then 
| they that died in that time, went neither to 
Heaven nor Hell, for there could ber no obedience 
por disobcdience without a law. „5 
Seventhly. If there was no law there could 
e no transgression. 
Eighthly. If there was no univeraat law! ez 
15 could be no 5 5 
„„ Niathly. ; 
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Never was the testimony of an enemy more in 
point, never was the assertion of a foe felt in all 
he keenness of its misery, and sustained with. 
ch unshaken fortitude, by the sufferer, as at 
that period ; when the enemy, with the devour- 
rg eloquence of the infernal pit, belched out this 
Imoluntary truth, “ He saved others, himself he 
not save. True! he stood condemned for the 
ins of his people, and his death, however awful 
he circumstances attendant upon it, was not the 
ult of any coercive. power, but the voluntary 
(ct of him who came into the world to lay down 
is life for his sheep. His covenant engagement 
for his people, gave force irresistible to the sen- 
tence, and stamped saving dignity upon the charge; 
the eternal designation of Heaven, and the pre- 
Panatory acts of God. Such as the formation of 
12 ES: Ke body, 
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From all these premises 1 r deus 
questions or queries. EW 

First. How' Death came upon the old odd 
there was no law to break upon the city of Sodom 
and Gomorrah ; there was no e 80 conte. 
quently no sin. 

Secondly. How Death c came into the world! 

Thirdly. How infants die in the womb, or 
before they have 0 sin? [- 


Fourth, | 


a 


1 


2 a ne * the 3 of that body to every 
law which applied itself to man, form the moxt 
conspicuous proofs of Jehovah's love, while at the 
same instance he inflexibly maintains the dignity 
of his government unsullied, and the rights of his 
throne upalienated ; he extends merey to the 
guiltiest. Did God ronounce an awful sentence 
of death upon man in case of. sin? Yes; in 
dyivg, thou shalt surely die, which death com- 
prehends the absence of all good, and the exis- 
ence of Every « evil; the $exitence can never be It 
pealed, it must * fall upon the Sinner, or the 
Surety in all its weight. The Saviour stands 
forth, and thus he Seren speaks; ere 
am I, send me; I'II stand in their lav. ph. 
No advantages whatever could have arisen to us, 
from any ather. state: constitution of Christ, . for 
ths Lad requized Alen in the nature that 
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ger, that the sin of Adam was imputed to all 
is posterity. — The doctrine is this; That as 
on as Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit, at 


u, Therefore, as by the offence of one, judg- 
rent came upon all men to condemnation. If 
e question be, how all could be oondemned * 

, ns 


1 - — 
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med. [Juris oval? ente Its sword with 
wing consequence in no heart, but that which 
tempted to injure its rights. Such an High 
priest therefore became us, who was holy, Get 
part from eternity to his priestly office,) and in 
done quence of that designation, harmless, (in the 
daptation of means, the best possible means to 
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nature to his children, without committing any ' 
batrage upon the rights of another,) undefiled, 
free from sin, yet blackened with the imputed 
guilt. of all his people. Awake thou sword, that 
awful sword that had lain silent in its scabbard. 


It was now to awake in all the tempest of its in- 


dignation; it passed over millions; they saw it 
not, for it was sheathed; but it passed over them, 
ta the whole length of its blade might be buried 
* thepherd' s heart. Christ having restored 

| „„ 3 185 - the 


furthly. How they shell be judged at the le 


From all these unanswerable questions, I an- 


is posterity was judicially condemned: Rom. v. 


28 - s 2 wor 26 ada 


Kcomplish the design of his mission, or reveal its 
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the answer W v.. 19, For as by one man's 

disobedience, many were made Sinners: The 
sentence was already past on him, and all his | 
Posterity. Rom. v. 12, Death passed upon al 
men, for that, all have sinned. For i MY Whom, 4 
as our margin will allow, and though. Death was 

not executed to the utmost, vet Death Sizes 
upon them in their respective times and places 


Let us consider the contents of this Death — 


Fi . e 5 nen e Thirdly, 
Eternal, 
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the een of that Ine TT the nature tit trans 


gressed . i it, and having died. under i its curse, he be- 


Comes (and that justly) the author of eternal 8a. 


vation to all that obey. him: Ali the attribute 


of God are glorified,” his truth Substantiated; and 
his mercy. magnified: the release therefore. of 2 


chxĩstian is neither the effect of an unworthy com · 


promise, nor a disgrageful flight, it is the regular 
result of eternal determinations, the legal cone 


quences of their effect, . the just reward of a guſ- 
fering Saviour. © As for thee. also, hose mY 


venant..is.by And, TI have sent forth thy pr sonen 
cout of the pit, wherein, there is no water.” Ty 
prisoners. perfectly correspondent. with the a+ 
gument that Jesus uses, in. order to ascertain the 


right of the guilty to divine protection: . G:'Thine 


7 they were, but thou gavest them me. The de- 


50 of the * wWas this —— the conse* 


quences 


Sia 40 add on a Upirit or 

oul, which. consisted first in guilt upon the soul. 

ow where guilt- is, there is filth, and where. 

* are, there is enmity against God; so that 

can have no commun ion there; besides, be 

a ae and so forsook them, as part of their 
unishment. So this spiritual. Death was. part 

or the begirming of. his. vengeance on them, | 185 
hich consisted in the | imputation of sin. to Adam , 
a his — 1 75 the imputation of sin | 
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wetces:of PERF eee e indubitable right | 
all the. blewings of: the gew.,covenang,z; and in | 
« words, above cited, there is, a solemn recogni- 4 
ied on the part of the. Father, af the compleat 
wicketion arising from the blood-shedding. of his. = 
nolnted Agreeabla to the prophetic, relation of | 
ig hatt led: captiyity. captiyg,—rather he 
ed forth a. multitude of Prisoners, he hath _ 
— upon Righ and obtained, — in conse- 
quence of the work performed, gi gifts | for MENg— 
rea, rebellious men zrrr>for Christ being treated 
ss traitor in the traitor's rege Dk pong 
Very idea of their treachery. id che law re- 
uire-obediencez. and that kind ot pie — which. 
vas out of the power. of - the:sinner, in conse- 
hence of his moral debility, to yield, Yes: - 
Christ obeyed that law, and in consequence of. 
dis obedience, he became the end of the law, to. 


every 
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is the cause of this enmity ; ; ab according to the 
Possessing of this guilt, so is the enmity vented 
out against God, Gen. iv. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; Rey, 
xvi. 11. So this guilt seizing the soul, dirable 
it to perform its powers over its sensual liſe; and 
0 being forsaken of God, is captivated by the 
Devil and its own lusts: and as long as that 
guilt remains, they are subject to the Devil, in 
whom they have believed, and to their own lus, 
which ey chose to gratify, rather than to keep 
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every one that believeth. The law is in itself the 
ministration of death, and it pursues the sinner 
in all its rage, according to his feelings, until he 

enters by faith into Christ. I know of no cir- 
cumstance better calculated to express this truth, 
than the man-slayer, with the avenger of blood 
pursuing hard after him; he follows him with an 
inflexible determination to be revenged; and as 
the devoted victim nears the city of refuge, —the 
avenger of blood, with colossal strides, strives to 
overtake him, and seeing him within the gate. 
(the gate being opened, not by the pursued) be 
throws himself prostrate upon the ground to 
lengthen his revengeful arm the more, but be 
cannot reach, he dares not enter through the 
gates into the city, because it is a city of re- 
fuge : — this city of refuge 1 is the end of the pur- 


Suit, —and the avenger is either stifled with his 
| | f | | ages 
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pp are two things by which God, as e 


e will believe nothing but what ye know natu- 
ally ; behold, there i Is a Sensual proof of it. 

First. As first, you see infants die before they 
awe acted sin; how should it stand with my jus- 
to kill these, if they were not sinners? 
Answer 


2 * —B ** wy 3 


he 1 world that his designs were defeated. —Thus 
$2poor guilty sinner smarting under the agonies 
＋ guilty conscience,—the curses of God's law; 
| de is pursued, having heard 'something of a 


rs ing place; unable any longer to flutter its 
Nags, it deseries the ark,—it recruits its Pirits 


be falling rain washes it away, —it again 


ain sides Noah hears and puts forth his 
ud and takes her in. Thus does the guilty 
pol to ordinances and means, until at last selt- 
ndemned and sel f-despairing, the spirit of God 
ads him to Christ, who becomes the end of the 
b for righteousness te to every one that believeth. 


Ib 


pere, points out the truth to our very sight, as 
ſlough he should say, ye. that are so sensual, that 


E, or r waits to recruit his strength, to inform 
piour,—like Noah's dove, after having with 
wer eyes explored the watery sur face, finds no 


N makes one effort more, —it perches upon its 


les, —1t flutters its feeble wings against its un- 


ever? if you speak honestly, you will answer in 


1 "7 | 
Answer me this: 3 though ye will not believe it, 
yet ye see it daily; ; yet so void of understandin ö 
are you, that ye neither believe me nor Po Own? 

eyes, Rom. v. 14, 1 5. „ 
Secondly. You see the first ching that infants 
do (which can be judged to be an act of their rea. 
sonable will) is sin. Psalm lviii. 3, The wickel 
are estranged from the womb; they go astray a 
soon as they are born, Speaking lies: verse 4, 
their poison is like the poison of a serpent, the) 
| 7 


The law can go no further, —God never designel 
it should have any further influence,---any further 
demand;---it has no more claim upon the beliey- 
cr, this the dead husband has over his surviving 
partner: affrighted pharisaism recoils with horror: 
at the thought, and asks with all the sanctifel 
grimace of subtilized hypocricy, is not the law 
then a rule of life? admitting that it is, let me 
ask you, do you obey it in any one point what. 


the negative; for the law is perfect, and requires | 
perfect obedience ; — man being imperfect, im · 
perfection is necessarily Stamped upon all he 
does; and the imperfection of obedience (if that 
W is imperfect deserves the name) would 
damn the soul, — for that man who falls short in 
any one instance, transgresses the Whole law.— 

| Out. we are told, that the law 1 88 is the a 
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hough the Lord should say, ye sensual beasts, if 


— . , ww 


hings which ye see daily. 

Now, if the question be, What is original sin 
answer first negatively, It is not the enmity 
hat is in us, for that is but the wages of sin, and 
jot the sin itself; for this Spiritual death 1s but 
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f a christian's life, is a satisfied law in the hands 
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tis satisfied with the obedience of Christ. —if it 
; satisfied ;—it can never obtain more than it 
ih already obtained from the Saviour, — for we 


if it is satisfied and requires more from us,— 
design in such a requisition must be either to 


e boundless, they can never be satisfied at ll 


that when the commandment came, sin revived 


re like the deaf adder that Stoppeth her ear: as 


re believe not me, answer me the cause of these 0 


he wages of it: the loss of God's i image, know- 
doe, een, and true holiness, and un- 
derstanding 


f a mediator.— Is it a satisfied law? then we 
Kk, what is it satisfied with? we are told, that 


an bring nothing to enhance the value of his obe- 
ſence: and we ask, how can it be satisfied — * 
it requires more than it hath already received, 


more than cal i pſted, which in fact is desiring | 
at which would be its destruction, or else there 
no bounds to its demands; and if its demands | 


it the rule of their life ?—Paul informs us, | 


N he 2255 Would it not be crucifying lan- | 
n 1 


: Jeratanding darkned, lus of the flech, d f 
evil inclinations, are but the impressions of thi 
sin. Now, possitively it is this, the disobe 
ence of Adam: neither is guilt a0 part of it 
T1 ay, guilt i is no part of, that sin, bu ut the offend 
of that one man; for, guiltiness i in the conseieneq 
| condemnation, bliadnere- 'of mind, evil concup 
scence, hatred of God and his law); all the 
are but the i impression of that sin; for if all they 
be no > part of our FRO, but followed: the fal 


Fins 4 is * > : - * 1 4 - . N * 


th. TY" 2 


” - 


— 4 


guage as well as common setze, to call the gt 
lows upon which a. felon” is hung, the rule « 
his life? it ends his Sinful career, and is proper 
1 the standard of his death: just thus it is respe 
| ing the law of God: it brings death and destrut 
tion, i it is so enfeebled by sin, that it can new 
give life but it condemns, it curses, it'damns th 
soul. What shall we say then? Is the lu 
sin? God forbid : nay, I had not known sin bi 
by the law; for I. had not known lust, exeg 
the law had ad, thou shalt not covet ; Rom. il 

The law and sin are as opposite as light a 
Aderkness, and Paul never would have thought! 
such an enquiry, had it not been for the auf 
and dreadful ignorance” of those who pretend 
to be sgmething, prove that they are gomelthil 
_. (unimpressible, immoral marble) by the ol 
founding property of their impenetrable a! 
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den these cannot be original » Sin, nor any act, 
for none of these in us is any part of that act of 
Adam, but the very impressions that this act had 
pon his own soul and body; ; we may see it upon 
his posterity, and feel it in and upon ourselves. 
For if sin, condemnation, death spiritual, corpo- 
real and eternal, came in by-one. man, and by one 
dixobedience of that one man, then it appears 
that there was no act required of any of the sons 
pf Adam, as a condition upon which the sentence 


of | 
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Ines, These enemies of God and men WER | 
the order of things: who in the world would be 
mfered in natural things, to contend for such an 
aburdity- as the following, without the charge 
either of idivtism, or a design to mislead the ig- 
Inorant, that the eye which discovers, the object | 
perceived, and the light which is the medium of 
the discovery, are one and the same; the eye 
perceives through the medium of light, the ob- 
jet it reflects; by the same eye and through the 
ame medium, we discover a diamond of the firſt 
water and the most loathsome object, without 
the eyes being impregnated with the properties I 
eher, or the medium through which it is dis- 
ervered, affected in the leaſt by the eye or the 
object. Thus it is with the law of God; it 
zemains pure, though it is the medium through: 
n we, IE: An "75 of faith, discover the putrid 
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of life; and death depended, or to make that di. 
obedience of his theirs : but, the former i is true, 

Rom. v. 12, to the end; Heb. ix. = 
Let us now come to Christ ; '80 Play this doe. 
trine; that there is no act required of the sons 0 
Adam to-entitle them in the covenant of God in 
Christ, no more than there was to entitle them 
in Adam's covenant; neither can any of the sont 
of Adam, by: any act of theirs, prevent their be: 
ing enrolled i in these two ”y_ -court rolls of Hes. 
ven: 


Sores of the mind, and A the oozing virus 10 
these wounds are become intolerably loathsome, 
yet the eye of that faith, generated by the spirit 
of the living God, is not polluted by the disco. 
very, nor the sacred medium through which it 
operates contaminated by its deadly exhalations. 
Divine faith being a belief of a divine teſtimony, 
in proportion to its energy, admits into its recep. 
tive faculty, all that God hath said, —and it ier 
the same faith that believes the testimony of Gol iſ 
respecting human misery, as relies upon the 
divine promise for a gracious deliverance — 

When men attribute to the law, the power of 
conviction, - independent of the co-operating in- 
fluence of the blessed spirit, that gives the disco- 
vering eye, — they are not aware of the absurdity 
of such an assertion :—for it is the same in 2a 
moral sense, as it would be naturally saying, ” 
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en: 28 for Adam's roll, it-i is: a great one; that 
6 miiemnelz thou mayest quarrel with it, But 
(laiah xlv. 9.) woe unto. him that striveth with 
bk: Maker: ver. 10, Woe: unto him that saith. 
neo his father, What begettest thou? And for 
t r of Christ; Isaiah xl. 13, Who hath di- 
ted the spirit of the Lord, or being his coun- 
flor, hath taught him? ver. 14, With whom 
"n he counsel, and who hath instructed him? 
& that as no act can interest in neither of these, 
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he rays of light without the eye, discover objects; 
wery blind and miserable beggar in yy world 
(tradicts the assertion. 
If the law has a convincing power, how 
@mes it to pass that it does not convince all? 
me can be the reason that so many wise men 
n of enlarged; views of nature — and of the 
al government of the eternal God, — yet still 
kmain as blind as the grave, to that plague they 
in their bosom? Our blessed Redeemer. in- 
rens us, that it is the work of the spirit, When 
e the spirit of truth shall come, he shall con- 
Nr ace the world of sin, by planting an eye in 
e soul to see its state; and it is the same 
Wine principle, faculty, or power, (call it what 
* please) that sees the soul in the horrible pit 
add miry clay,—as. views itself established upon 
ock —with its. goings ordered —-With this dif- 
5 ference 


* 


v0 no act can. \ ſetetent by. win: of prevention; 
Eccl. iii. 14. But for the first of these is, that 
no act is required of us to entitle us in the ble. 

sing of that covenant of Christ, no more than in 
Adam's, for if there had, then the covenant with 
Christ would not be so effectual to life, as Adam 
was to death. Now if the covenant with Christ 
is not so effectual as that with Adam, it must e 
for some of thede nn causes. 
| | | Firs, 
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ference only, that the direction of the eye is 
changed, but the change of the direction is not: 
change of the eye itself; Ln the former instance 
it is directed inwardly to see its own condition, 
in the latter it explores the wonders of the cross, i 
and opens its mouth wide, and “ catches the 
issuing blood.” Thus the deformity of the mind 

and the pearl of great and inestimable price, are 
brought to view by the influences of the ame 
spirit, as the medium of communication remains 
the same, unaffected, unimpaired by the misery d 
covered, and not benefited by the valuable objects 
brought to the view 3 neither can there be an) 
transmutation-of properties in the objects den 
selves. The subject discovered is not meliorated by 
the nnspotted purity of the medium, neither, 
was said before, is there any shade cast upon the 
brilliant countenance of the law. The law thus 


= Sp, becomes a an nnn rellector, by wy 
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First. The obedience required of Christ was. 
gi so perfect as that required of Adam: or, 
Secondly: Christ was not so full of merit, as 
tm was of demerit: or, 

/ Thirdly : That God doth not impute the ohe · 
fence to the full, or he. doth not look to the ut-. 
nost of the dignity of. the, person. that hath suf 
ered. 

As for the firſt of these, the 4 mi 
Adam could not be but perfect, and except we 
= | say 


n 1 


be soul discovers its deformĩty, — and it is often 
if not always) the case, that when the portrait 
þ presented, the soul starts at its own image! 

vith affrighted feelings it asks, who is this? it 
forms a comparison between the picture and 
thers of its acquaintance,—the blackness of the 
presents a murderer the treachery. of 
nery e points out a revolter, - the panting, 
peagerness of the countenance, proclaims it the 
portrait of a prodigal,—and the painful and in- 
cribable wildness of the eye, bespeaks a de- 
termined suicide. It takes another view,—it is 
wore confirmed in its opinion. Not satisfied 
With the application —it looks again —and sees, 
that though all the above properties are attributable 
the countenance, — yet, somehow or another 
i thinks (and that justly) that there is something 
in it not e to either. The heart * | 
k 3 10 
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say that the obedience of Christ was more perfect 


more glorious, infinitely transcended Adam's, i 


gloried in his servant Christ; Isaiah xlii, 1, 


to be insensibly overwhelmed with the bitte 


tify the character, —it lifts up its eye darkened 


ter. is realized, —out comes the involuntary con- 
fession; Lord, it is I.—TIt now receives a painful 
capacity to comprehend the import of that de- 


. crown of the head to the sole of the foot, there 
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wound, -a bruise that refuses to be healed, —# 


to find an equivalent either to the demands of 
the law which he has broken, or the value of the 


say that Christ was imperfect, it must be ile 
same, (that is to say, perfect.) We need not 


than that of Adam's, but we must say it was 


much as the person of Christ did transcend the 
person of Adam: wherefore we find, that God 


Behold. my Servant whom I upbold, mine elect in 
wham my soul delighteth, He being God. man, 


1 Fra 8 
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waters of affliction ;—it tries once more to iden- 


with the film of distress; bordering upon despair, 
the heart heaves the miserable sigh, — the charac- 


scription which represents the whole of ou 
misery in the inheritance of sin: —“ From the 


is no soundness in us: all appears an incurable 
putrifying sore that. obstinately baffles every e- 


pedient. Slavish fear forms a gulph impasable 
between the soul and happiness ;—it vainiy $t11Ve 


: 5 mercy 


103 


1 his obedience was linked with, and performed 
+ odours of the Godhead, therefore called the 
eousness of God, 2 Cor. v. 21. What shall 
Ly? the Godhead could not obey, but the 
adhead having taken humanity in his person, 


ag 
he hs capable of obeying; and this righteousness 
od Ws God's righteousness, both for kind and provid- 


ng, and acceptation with God, infinitely beyond 
ll the obedience of men and angels; neither was. 
i chort. Christ is the end of the law, fer righte- 
ck 2 . | . 


nercy he needs. Respecting the former, he is 
uught, „that if there had been a law given, that 
wold have given life; righteousness would have 
teen by the law: no man is justified by the law 
In the sight of God, then righteousness comes 0 
hot from the law, for the j just shall live by faith.“ 7 
The law we have broke. - Is the law against the 
ptomises of God? By no means. Does the ap- 
plication of the law in its purity, produce the 
(cath of the soul? Ves, as it applies to its vain, 
apectations of happiness from itself. Does the 
ixery produced by a painful sense of our moral 
pavity, indicate a disposition in God to punish? 4 
God forbid ; “ for he killeth to give life. © 
God, when * points oui his mind to the .guilty—, | 
nlorms him, that though his sins be as red as 
Karlet, Hey shall be as white as snow, (not the, / 
in made but the out that 1 though. 
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ous, to every one that believeth, Rom. K. 43% 


therefore it is not, nor cannot be short or want. 


ing of that which God required of Adam; be- 


sides, his relation to his Father puts such a lustre 
upon all his obedience, that the Father, before his 
Son finished it, by a good pretty while (as I may 
so say with reverence) cannot forbear speaking, 


how he was pleased with it, and ravished with 


it; BY —_— not one om in the- glorious 
| _ 
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ey be red as crimson, they hall be as -wock 
Seeing then that the. wounds are healed, and the 


soul glowing with gilt as crimson, blanched as 


white as snow, it is no wonder that the church 


eried out, my beloved is unto me as a cluster of 
, camphire in the vineyard of Engedy,—it heals 
and it prevents disorders;—we are informed that 
camphire is the most powerful antiputrescent 
in nature, a fit emblem of Christ who gives and 
sustains life. Hence arises the divine certainty of a 
christian's life; for the heart, when changed, does 
not cease to be sinful, but retains undiminished in 
all its malignity, all that plague with which it was 


originally infected. Stubborn facts prove this. 


There is nothing which is naturally evil in us, 
either transformed into that which is good, or 

impregnated with any particle of virtue or moral 
excellency. Divine wisdom never designed, 


therefore divine * never converted 
5 (had 
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essence, e in another as alla as one man in an⸗ 
- WH other :) Matt. iii. 17, This is my beloved! Son, in 
„bm J am well pleased. Surely the Father was 

e infinitely. pleased, when he saw all the garments 
„ fnished. Isaiah xlii. 21, The Lord is well pleased 
y Wir bis righteousness sale. Let us take his word, 
and believe that the obedience of Christ is so per- 
h. WT fect, that there is no conditions of life left for us. 
s WW Secondly. The obedience: of Christ cannot be 
ous * Adam 1, for Adam was to fulfil his by 
nature, 5 
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(had it been within the sphere of its operations) 

rice into virtue, or pollution into holiness. God: 
being the author of conversion, must of necessity-. 
be the best describer of his own work. The 
works: of nature are represented in those terms, 
and by such emblems that necessarily imply those 
circumstances that existed prior, and subsequent 

to the operations of the divine power. God 
created; that is, called into existenee, those beings 
that had no existence before: creating is not the 
decompounding of an existing substance, and 
giving it a different form, but it necessarily im- 
plies the non- existence of the substance, as well 
as the different forms into which it is moulded, to 
answer the end that God proposes.— And in ad- 

dition to the above, upon its very surface we find, 
that the substance not existing, its form could not 
bars: oa therefore the: e could have been no 
. 1 e 
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nature, Rom. ii. 14: but Christ did all. he dd 


by the power of an endless life; Heb. vii. 16.4 


and S0 by the- law-of the spirit of adoption, Rom, 
viii. 2. So-his obedience was of infinite value, 


which Adam's had not been, had he obeyed, 


Thirdly. It is not for want of imputation, for 


115 imputed to justrfication- of life, Rom. v. 18; 
21, and that eternal too; and such a life, that 
Adam's obedience could never have entitled him 


to. So. much for the active obedience of Christ. 


Now 
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propensity in the things that are seen to arrive at 


that state in which we find them. The abore 


verb is made use of by the holy Spirit, when de- 
scribing the life-giving energy of the-eternal:God, 
Eph. ii. 10, For we are his workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus, unto good works, &c, 
It is the giving of a new life to a sinful, guilty, 
dead soul; this life is assimilated into all its pro- 


perties, to him who is the giver of it; © and have 


put on the new man, which is renewed in know- 
ledge, after the i image of him that created him," 
Col. iii; 10; all its properties and tendencies are 
perpetually correspondent with its nature; its 
nature js holy, just, and good, for it is created 
in righteousness and true holiness: it can never 
- . be polluted by the entrance of evil, for to evil, it 
is intangible + - 1 John iii, 10, Whogsoever is 
born of God, doth not commit sin, for his seed 
remaineth 
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Now for his. passive: but before I enter into 
it, Lobserve, that if there be any eonditions left 
on our part, he must have left it to do on his 
part.— Now, I ask, What part of the law he has 
left undone? for if there be something to be done 
by us, it is not done by him, so his active obe- 
dience is not perfect ; but if it be perfect, then 
all that we do- as a condition, is more than the 
law requires for righteousness, | Let us see if be 


N be not left; in his passive obedience, 
2 


a 
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remaineth * * and he cannot ang because he 
is born of God.” Whosoever is born of God, 
cannot sin.ä— The new nature of a christian is 
emphatically born of God, therefore the new na- 
ture of a christian cannot sin. There are no 
actions of the new man attributable to the flesh; 
the fleshly or fallen nature of man ever remains 
the same, — neither are its sinful tendencies and 
actions attributable to the new man; the new 
nature and not the old, gives the christian his real 
identity in the estimation of God: — men, and 
good men too, (by good men, I mean men of 
grace) hold an hypothesis opposite to this, —but 
bring them to the test of experience, and they will 
contradict : their creed ;—=they will instantly join 
with the apostolic concession, and say, In me, 
that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing, — but 
when-I would do good, the evil is present with 
5 . me, 


| and if i it be not iv we will say thars i is none. 
Nov in order to his suffering, sin must be trans! 
feerred from us to him, or no justice can lay hol 

of him; wrath cannot kindle this Sacrifice with. 


gue Fs wood, (sin,) no law ean curse without 


sin. Now, that it was laid upon him, needs not 


much proof, but amplification: Isaiah liii. 6, 


2 Cor. v. 2: for that Christ was made sin, is 


not so much a question, as how? If it be de- 


3 how Jesus Christ was made sin for us} 
1 answer | 
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4 me, if then I do that which 1 c Hot; it i 


no longer I, but sin that dwelleth in me.“ It 
is no longer 1.—The identifying feature of the 


christian, or that which gives him an individu- 
ality of existence, has nothing to do with evil, 
and yet evil is its greatest, is its only burden; 
_ 80 loathsome is it to the renewed. soul, that it 
aptly compares it to a dead, a putrified body: un. 


der it he exclaims, Ol wretched man that I am, 


. who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 
Groaning under a load removes it not, —the 
christian hating the evil lessons it not, —hating 
an enemy is essentially different from conquet- 
ing an enemy. What is the result of the spirit“ 
teaching upon the heart? What power, or what 
influence reaches the soul? Who: instructs it! 
Is not the heart unknown to all except God, and 
| cose to whom he is PR, to impart _ 
K . | le e! 
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I answer, we must first distinguish sin thus ; 


thirdly, the punishment "SR. 
First. Sin is the transgressjon of the: Jaw, 
1 John iii, 4; a transgression of the laws Or an 


was Adam furnished, that had not he: of free 
choice exten it was not. his Sensual part, nor 
the 
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&, Jer. xvii. 9. Deceitful as the heart is, and 


can perceĩve the depth of its mysterious iniquity; 
and he that planted the ear is well acquainted 


form z—its language upon such occasions is, * is 


and actions viler still, if he who holds the 
winds in his fist“ calms not thy raging tem- 
est. See this degraded state represented by 
the Holy Ghost, And God saw, (and if God 
awW—he cannot be deceived) that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and- that every 


evil, and that continually.” How just the re- 
N L es | | Pre- 
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firs, sin; Secondly, the Punishment for sin; 3 


offence, as the Apostle calls it, Rom. v. 15. But, 
more properly, What is sin! Sin is a free act of 
the man, having the liberty of his will; and so 


de; ; the heart | is deceitful Hos al things, and 
eerately wicked? I the Lord search the heart, : 


Werne wicked, yet he that formed the eye, 
with all its secret designs; 3 to men, when intent 
upon the Vilest actions, it assumes the fairest 


thy Servant a dog, that he should do this? Yes, 


imagination of the thought of his heart was only 


F# 
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Devil could have altered the nature of man, be 


of the posterity of Adam (as such) was ever able 
to sin, properly thus, therefore unfit (4s such, 
ever to enter into covenant more. 


Secondly. It is called an offence, that is 2 


tumbling-blocl between God and the creature; 
the sin is an offence to God, as it is a breach of 


his law, and the 1 man is not only guilty but filthy, 
| in 
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presentation „however humiliating,—the thougln 
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deceitful,—the imagination of the thoughts de- 
ceitful, and that not in a few particular instances, 


but continually without interruption. | True, 
replies one, the heart is deceitful, and its imagj- 
nations are evil.— Vet, there are seasons when 
by its resolving powers and reforming properties 


* 


it unmasks the demon and hurls him from his 


> throne. When is it the heart is found to act 
thus? Have you ever found it so in. yourself, or 
discovered such effects produced by its internal 
energy in others? If you have witnessed any 

period when the above is justly predicable of the 

human mind, you have examined it with a greater 

degree of certainty, than he “ who searches the 

heart and trieth the reins of men; for the God of 

truth declares, that there is nothing but evil, and 


that continually, and — evil in the hearts of men; 
Gen. 


5 J * 


| ie Devil cout have forced him; no, eireep? the 


never could have forced his will; so that none 


_ wo. a 
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ge in is an offence to the. man, because he is con- 
demned. by a just and a holy God, and a holy 
lv; so that except this offence (in) be remoy- 
le ed, God cannot be legally reconciled to the man; 
and except the guilt be removed, the man cannot 
be legally reconciled to God; for the man is as 
unteconcilable. to God, derne of his justice and 
holiness, as God appears to be unreconcilable to 
the man, being sinful and filthy. 
den T here i is the punishment for sin, 50 

- that 
Gen. vi. 5. And i is this fatal e found to 
be true in every state of man, while upon earth? 
Is this the character of man, after. being, ibke 
happy subject of a divine change, —and. that too 
after being regenerated by the holy Spirit, —and 
initiated into that church which was bought by 
the blood of Christ, — the lamb, — the lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot?—we will rest this 
painful truth upon the apostolic testimony, and 
a few historic facts Nw in .the word of 
"Eos 
Paul, in writing to the- church of; Chriat at 
Galatia, informs them, „ that the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, 
and these are contrary the one to the other, 80 
that ye cannot do the things that ye would ;” 
Gal. v. 17. Here Paul writes to a people wha 
had been the subjects of a divine change, and if 
. 4 12 — 6 
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Jesus Christ? —I answer, It was laid on him 


oy 


0 1 
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there bad been no other proof but the concluding | 
sentence, * the things that ye would.” It is a 
sufficient authority for such an assertion, — for 
men are only “made willing in the day of his 
power; yet we are informed, that their flech 
or fallen nature, not only had rebelled in times 
past, or that they would feel its malignity at a 
future period but it now Justeth,—it is in a 
continued act of opposition, — not a moment can 


be found when sinful nature accords with the 


some, in obstinately defending their favorite prin- 


_ ciple of progressive holiness in the flesh, will 
say, that this in the Galatians, was owing to the 
superficial view they had of themselves, and that 
they were easily dewitched, and that Paul attri- 
butes it to this, for he says, O foolish Galatians, 
ho 18 bewitched 8 5 that Fo” should not 
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that all the Des acts 24S Adam and nis sons, 250 | 
but a part of the punishment for sin, 80 as has | 
been proved before, that so all the acts of sin are 
but the branches or members of that offence, 
Sometimes sin is compared to a "BOY or 7 man, | 
Rom. vi. 6, Rom. vii. 7. ho 
Now if the question de, How was ein laid on 


/ 


as the offence of one man, that the body of sin. 
might be destroyed, Rom. vi. 6. If * old man 


dictates of the new man-<---but probably that 


— 


was crucified; or the body of sin, then it gems: © . 
WM they; were: hanged on the eross. But however, 
- WT 1know: it is much disputed, whether Christ sa- 5 
WH tisficd; for actual sin, as well as for original sin? 
answer, There is no such thing as Christ suf= 
ering for an any other offence but one, and that f. 0 
fence but of one constĩtuted head; for there wass 
but one that sinned, and that but once neither. 5 
Now if there was but one offence, there could 
be but one — 55 but-there- was but one of- 
fence 3 
e 33 before. as eyes 3 Christ 5 
hath been evidently set forth, crucified, and slain; 3 
Gal. iii. 1. I answer by saying—that the OE 
Apostle justly calls them foolish Galatians, for 
a ee. from the gospel of the grace of God, 
and robbed, by being bewitched into Pharisaism, 
or, as. the modern aupporterg of that ancient syss 
tem call it, Arminianism.--- Does he call them 
foolish Galatians, because they felt the opposition 
of sin to the grace of God planted in their heart? 
Does he consider hem robbed of their senses, 
because they fought against it? Hear him speak 
of the same subject, as exemplified in his own 
experience, and as you consult his experience 
recollect, that it is not a surreptitious acquisi- © | 
non, but the divine effects of grace, © for by SE | 
the grace of God I am what I am,” was the 4 
uniform N of his heart: he was met by 
e fs 7 covervign 
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— ergo, there was bur” one rtan's fivodels.;] 
ence to satisfy for I think that needs no other: 


argument but what the Apostle brings in, thit 
(Rom. v. 12, to the end,) he knew but of two 
concerned in this business of life and death. In- 
deed the repeated acts of sin may, and do aggra- 

vate guilt upon the soul, and so consequently their | 


_ damnation; but there is never a person, neither 

in Heaven nor in Earth, that ever any act of 

theirs was * ired as a condition on which the 
| Joo! 
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Sovereign mercy 2 at a time, an and in 2 state of mind 
the most unfriendly in our view to such im- 
pressions, - while he was yet breathing out 
threatning and slaughter. Eis suength was 
expended in the bloody work; —such was the 
rage — such was the satanic opposition of his 
boiling soul, - that madness tied his tongue. 


Yet, such was the diabolic fury with which his 


bosom was agitated, — though dumb as he was for 
the moment, his very breath was full of slaughter 


S connected with power, licensed by priesih 


authority,“ his neck was clothed with thunder, 
and the breath of his nostrils was terrible, yet 
divine grace disarmed the rebel,“ and he ob · 
tained mercy.— But, did he cease to feel the 


| influence of sin? Did he cease to be the subject 


of satanic power? The whole of his experience 


e to the contrary. —80 then I myself with 
5 the 
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radicial gentence of life ws death n but 
3 that as sin hath reigned by one unto death, 
50 grace hath reigned through the other unto _ 
eternal life, Rom. v. 20, 21 Whoever denies 
this, I propound only a question or two... 
First. Whether ever God did enter a second 
time into covenant. with man as such, and if he 
required any act of his as a condition $% which his, 
Salvation depended * '. VVV 
Secondly. Whether this covenant | was with 
CA, AN > . every 
the mind, 8e serve a the law. of God; but with the 
flesh, the law of sin; Rom. vii. 21.— When did 
bis flesh serve the law of sin? Was it before or 
after conversion?“ In me, that i is, in my flesh 
dwelleth no good thing.” When was this testi- 
mony true? At every stage .of his life: —0, | 
wretched man I was his daily language. — «© He 
knew in whom he had believed,” he fought : 
the good fight,” —yet in him, that is, in his flesh 
dwelt no good thing, —the: absence of all good, — | 
the deceit of the heart, the positive existenee of = 
every evil in the fallen nature of man, are easily 
zubstantiated from stubborn facts. If fallen na- 
ture is progressively purified, we naturally suppose 
that this purity will unfold itself in exact propor- 
tion to the length of time in which it as made 
partaker of its first principle. Let us see how _ 
this will agree with the experience of Old and 
2 7750 — 
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every particular man, or — ke made i 
with one universal head? 


| Thirdly. Whether it was with every os 
person? If with every Re oe ey r is 


es particular duty 3 
Fourthly. If it was with one general head, 


what was his obedience a En I pd 8, .o 


interest you in it? 
Fifthly. ne do | you call that lax 0 or cove- 


nant 5 
Pn rom 
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New, Festament Saints, and — too wha have 


been most eminently distinguished by divine favor 
and protection. Noah, for instance, was a man 


highly favored of the Lord, he was a preacher 


of righteousness, — he was prevalent with-God in 


prayer him and his, of all the families of the 


earth, God was pleased to spare, when he broke 


up the fountains of the great deep, to drown the 


world. He prepared an ark for Noah, and God 


shut him in. After the water subsided, Noab 


planted himself a vineyard, — drunkenness was 


the consequence in himself, and destruction to 
Ham. I know that some have more ingeniously 
than justly said, that Noah was unacquainted with 
the effect of wine, if he was, how came he to 


understand the nature of a vineyard, and. the use 


of the vine? The plain truth is, Noah was but 


= a Lexa » guilty, vile, and Sinful creature, like our- 


5 | Fele 


%, 


my 


From ty premises 1 lay men this 3 | 
that there is no act of the sons of Adam that can 
entitle them in either of these covenants, or any ' 
act of theirs that-can prevent their being in either 
of these covenants. But 7 will Say, what i Is 
it then that doth put them in these covenants, 
and give property to them thus procured i in these 2 
corenants? I answer, the question is twofold : 

First. It was neither thy acts, nor the acts of 
. that = thee in this une, but Gods 
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elves, and his ery was, not according t to 
works of righteousness which we have done.” 
Before men attempt to explain matters of fact 
out of the Bible, and out of the world, let them 
recollect that neither God, nor his people, need 
their lies to maintain the cause of the former, 
or zubstantiate the happiness of the latter. While 
the names of Sodom and Gomorrah retain a place 
in the pages of sacred history, we shall neces- 
arily be led to view the awful vengeance that 
God takes upon his enemies, and the wonderful 
mercy of his heart to the objects of his compas- 
jon, When the inflammable brimstone descend- 
dd, armed with the vengeance of a God, Lot was 
to be removed beyond its reach, before the ex- 
ccution c? the dreadful commission; unable to 
climb the steep mountain, he cries in an agony of 


tender distress, Behold now this wy is near to 
flee 
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* oiflinacion and: codetiniting him a general head 0 
all mankind ; but it was his act of disobedience 
alone that brought death to thee; so it was no 
thy act of faith, nor the obedience of Christ that 
put thee. in his covenant, but it was God's or- 
daining and constituting him a head over his boch, 
that put thee in that covenant, but it was his 
bobedience alone that brought life to thee, and 
entitled thee to it. Where is original sin, and 
actual sin now? * the offence of that one con. 
stituted 
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flee unto, and it is a little « one; 0 let me excap 
thither, (is it not a little one) and my soul shal 
live: Gen. xi. 20. Though beyond the reach 
I of the flame, the fire of sin was as strong as 
ever. While yet the air remained impure from 
the ascending filth of Sodom and Gomorrah; 
While yet impregnated with the brimstone that 
consumed them, we find Lot, ah! poor Lot, im. 
plicated in a crime, a very few removes, (and the 
transition is invisible to us) in point of malignit 
from that, which, with its dreadful vortex, in- 
gulphed Sodom and Gomorrahin the bosom of Hell. m 
As God has never thrown a veil over the sins of hi H 
people, — why should we? They are saved, not st. 
because men think well of them, - but because 
God is determined to save them: Gen. xix. 20, fa 
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d of aittted dend. be 1 on the other constituted 
ne head, and let him die for that, and all sins are 
not batisfied for one man, and one man one offence; 21 
ha and one dying otice does our business. Oh! un- 
or: spcakable riches! But some will say, doth not the 
dr, Apostle speak of the offences? Rom. v. 16; 

his WY The free gift is of many offences unto juntfica. 


and tion; and many other places. 1 answer, that 
nd i though the Apostle speaks of sin in a plural way, 
NY he means but one offence, Rom. v. 20, and 
ted | shes, 
pe Before I dismiss the above circumstances, let 
al me ask those, who upon every occasion are ready 


to make the Scriptures speak what they think, 
and not what the Scriptures mean themselves. 
Were Noah and Lot guilty of sin in those in- 
stances, or were they not? If they were, did 
not that guilt deserve Hell ?—and if it deserves 
Hell, —why attempt to extenuate the guilt by 
palliating the crime? for if you leave the relation 
im its full force, (and I cannot see what right you 
have to do otherwise) they could have deserved no 
more; — and had God not pardoned their sins, 
Hell would have been their . in W in- 
oi stance - 
8 « What chall I wy” more ? for the time would 
„fail me,“ to tell of David and of Peter, and of | 
all that we have read of and seen, great as their 
allt were ;---boundless was the mercy that co- 
| vered 
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;#hews; that one ond of Fa. owe bang 3 2 
that the offence might abound: that is, that of. 
fence might be divided or distinguished i in its par. 


ticular members. Moreover, the law entered 
that the offence might abound; fer except sin 


had thus been distinguished by the law, the riches 
of his grate had never so appeared, yet it is but 


one offence, and its curse that Christ bore. 
Now, for our better understanding; let us con- 


der that Texts: Roms. vi. 2357 The e of ein 


* 


8 % 
— —— 


nm „ . 


vered it. 'Is man 's nature more e refined now 7 than 


. then ?——Attend to the experience of christiang 


now, as well as to your own. What is the lag- 


guage of conscience? That sin haunts, and dread- 


ful temptations: infest the mind. Who quick. 
ens conscience? The spirit of God. Then the 


spirit of God gives us to seg - that we are as un - 
clean as. ever, equally incapable of guiding and 


supporting ourselves. Ves, this we feel. Does 


the spirit of God bear his testimony to a lie? 
Impossible, for he is the fountain of truth. — 


Ebi if christians feel that Ader, are as. -unclean 
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| Aivine the gives ha that feeling, the Ae 
is plain, that in themselves, they are as polluted 
as ever If, says an objectar, that these Sins you 
have been speaking of did not, neither could con- 
demn the soul, is ĩt not evident, that the warfare 
ou 
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„ 116227, (Ieaiak xiii. 24, 25,) Thon hast bought 
mie no sweet ernte with money s neither hast thou 
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[duce ; believers, recollect that God, even your 
God, is under a divine and a covenanted necessit . 
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f disobedience has made them all sinners, then the 
covenant of life and death was made but with one 
man, but the former is true, Rom. v. 12, 19. 
bs Now, if the covenant was made but with One 
man, there is no man that could break it or keep 


it but that one . but tlie e ig true; . 
, a J « 75 18 
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God —— to "individuals Minato i in Alg 


circumstances, informs them, that the time should 


come when he should. * appoint to them that mourn | 


In Zion, to give unto them beauty fot ares, the oil if 
Joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the qpirit 
of heaviness that they, might be called trees. of righte- 
 ouness, the planting of | the Lord, that he mighi be 
glorified. Do these trials appear to us incompati- 
ble with the infinitude of Jehovah's: love, the pro- 
found mysteries of his goodness, the unfathomable 
merits of a gracions Redeemer ?' Let the eye of 
observation explore in the spirit of enquiry, every 
region where any degree of happiness forms a part 
of. their feelings, let it first of all fx upon him in 
whom all incommunicable attributes of deity in- 
bere as his native right, from whence sprung bis 


mediatorial glory, — from the agonies of the cross, 
not a gem sparkles in his diadem, but received 


M * divine hues from = obscurity of his 2 


zi. 1 16 | 096 bak u _ 


That gere Adam's con qu gr ca 
date by any. Verte pet of theirs, Lo 
perspnal gbadience qr s eher fer 
quired 28 the Songitigns of life. a Heath, upon 
— — of e or death cter- 


point of ipputation, 1 mer, that.the digphedi- 
| r rere 
the Meanness of his parentage, and the Ignominy 7 
of his death. And who can gell but that he dif- 
ferent grders.gf all the angels might.have felt n 


' tremulous distress when they saw their 


in the darkest dungeonc—ungit- it -was Fe + 
them, that they were flectad in Chris. Do 
on ses the jonumerable compapy of gaints cloathed 
in white,—they came out of the great tribula- 
tion though plunged in many a — 
though their garments, gauzed them to 


F#hije hare,—yat. aheir, sches vere. IS 
| blood of the” lamb; ; they walk with 8 


| "en as they, for eig temptation. of Satan, With 

all its Soncomitant cixenmstanges, shall ausge 

che and pf their permisgive ista rl 

y all gur, * Me. an only. 87» 

. From all our afflistion his glory all apring, 

+7 56 ede ar n url louder weden 
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| pal should He pamed. But 4p clear God in this 
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en r prope! 
_ not the proper act of their persons; and 80 


not impured to their natufe, for thefr fles has 
eaten, but imputed: to their persons, and that just. 


ly, being the proper act of their flesh. So if 
Adam had obeyed, his obedience would have been 


the proper act of their nature, ant” would hatt 
imputed to their persons, and that justly. Dogs 


may park at the moon, but this will reiain a truth, 


My doctrine is this, — that Adam was crowned 
with all the glory that was due to man, and must 


Have Had all the honor from his family, or all 


Akin . r he that should be honored: with de 


2 | 


| Ffröt. of their” heal . peace, mee, nl 
Lordship over all the creatures. 
Secondfy. With the glory of their Righteous 


ness, bolfness, W e . *piritual; 5 en 
and eteriral. 
No, as the apostle Aal with reapeet to Met. 


- Bizedeck; consider how great this man was, to 


or disobedience should make her righteous or un 
righteous in ina judieable sentence; E mean, to be 
r conde — ya 


heb che whole world must have. drought theis 


gory to. 
We have kitherts eoniibre As glory of * 
man, let us now consider the glory of the woman, 


For she is the glory of the man; and though she 


Had not the glory that her own personal obedience 


Jet er of ther Aten | 


223 


the must habe had power over her head, 80 far a 
to bring him _ e eee but e is 
the eee, ee oP. One K. 
First. I «ova PROT was in -. the enen; 
1 Tim. ii. 14, but the offence is Adam's, Rom. x. 
Secondly. She was in the transgression, that: is, 
she had a hand in it, and the first hand too. 


we find that he will not suffer a woman ene 
nor usurp authority over the man. 
First. Because the man was first ben 
—— Because the man was not d. en | 
but the woman being deceived "Was in the. OI: . 
w. | 
2 K 800 that hes "PRA N was. the cause- 
of her transgression, or going out of bounds ; but 
Adam was not deceived, therefore knew what he 
did, for deceit-is in opposĩtion to true knowledge; 
50 that Adam did eat with knowledge, both of 
a he did eat it for, and of what . come 
df it, but Eve was deceived in both. 4 
Now, why. Adam did eat shall be handled by 
wy by; but I observe, that Eve is a part of 
Adam's body, though not a part of his person. 
Eve uansgressed, the body of Adam transgressed 
also, but it was his person that was the substituted 
bead of all mankind, so that except he personally 
zins his posterity cannot be sinners; and I cannat 
dee but if Eve had been part of his person as she 


Vas part of his * e * 
961 5 | - have. . 


Now, if we observe the Apostle to Tim. ii. 12, 
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5 ans been imputed t0 al her paxterity. as well as 
unto Adam. 

Enough has been raid before, but to char | it 
more, — Was Christ's obedience imputed to us, 
and our disobedience imputed to him, in one cg. 
xenant or two If but one covenant we need not 
wonder at this, being that Adam was a * of 
him that was to come, Rom, v. 14. | 
No let us enquire into this mystery, to what 

end Adam eat, being he was nat deceived ? Some 
may say he was not deceived by the serpent, but 
he was deceived by his wife. I answer, had he 
been deceived by his wife, that was deceived by 
the serpent, it had been all one, for he would hays 
| been deceived by the serpent, though more re- 
motely; Eue by the serpent, and he by the ser- 
pꝓent through Eve, which would have been all one; 
Sut he was. not deceived, saith the Apostle, there- 
fore he must have cat tothe intentment of the co- 
wxenant itself, for had he eaten to any other end, 
dut to draw his wife and all his poxterity with 
him, he must haue been deceived. Now, if he 
was nat deceived, then he eat in the full intentment 
of the covenant, but he was not deceived, there- 
tore if he. eat in the full intentment of the cove- 
mant, he did. eat to draw all men after him: Let 


us look to the antitype Christ, John xii. 32, 
And T, if Ide lifted up fram the earth, quill draw 
Al men unto (or after) me. Why not as though 


ie had aud, dhe huet man did axcll.to.dipabey, i | 
| aw 
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draw all men after him; and T, why may not I 


obey, to draw all men aſter me? For if the king- 


dom of the Devil consisted in the one, the kingdom 
of God in the other. But why should Adam be 
so ambitious to draw all men after him? The 
antitype may yet serve, John xvii. 24, Father, I 
will that they alsg whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am, that they may behold my glory 
which thou hast. given me, So if Christ had not 
drawn all men after him, that they might be with 
him, they could never have seen the glory of his 
constituted body, nor the glory of his substituted 
headship. So Adam, had he not personally eaten, 


he might have died for the transgression of his 


body, but could not have made all men see the 
glory of his substituted headship, but he personally 
eating, has drawn all men after him, 1 Cor. xv. 


21, 22, Rom. v, 12. This glory the Devil la- 
bors to observe, (2 Cor. iv. 4, Rom. v. 12 to the 


end) but both their glories will be manifest at the 


last day, for eternal life is but the glory of the one, 


and. eternal death the glory of the other. So both 


these constituted heads were laid in the laps of 


their constituted bodies, which as Dal:lah betrayed 
them both, so that how great soever Adam's glory 


was, it was in the power of Eve to deface. Let 
me illustrate this of Adam and Christ with a fi- 


gure, for they run parallel; I choose Sampson, 
who was a Nazarite ; Dalilah presseth him hard 
or earnestly, to tell her wherein his strength lieth; 


he 


— —— 
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he tells her, that if they take. /o. bind: him, with 
Seven green withs, that. were never dried, that b. 


Should be as another man, Judg. xvi. 7. The He. 


brew has it, I chould be as one, signifying, that ag 
long as he kept his Nazarite's vow he was more 
than one; that is, had the strength of more than 

one; but this J observe, that he tells her just as 

many green withs as he had locks, and just a 
many new cords as he had locks, and he had just 
as many locks as powers of the soul, which is 


reason, understanding, knowledge, judgment, me. 


mory, will and power to express itself. 
Now, could the Devil provided Adam's Dalilah 


or Christ's with any reflecting act for their per- | 


sonal sins, they might have been bound; I mean 
the powers of their human souls had been imper- 
fect, for it is guilt that weakens the soul. 
- Secondly. Or, could the cords made or twisted 
or contracted by others, have bound them; [ 
mean, had the imputation of the transgression of 
their Dalilab made any imperfection in their souls, 
they would have been unfit to have acted as pub- 
dic heads; for how could Adam sin in a proper 
sense, if the powers of his soul had not been per- 
fect ? Besides, he was not deceived, but sin mutt 
properly be a free choice of the free will. —One 
argument I offer, if Adam. was not deceived, then 


nn 


2 is true: ee 


Third 


all the powers of his soul must be Perfect, 28 the 
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Thirdly. The weaving or binding of his locks 
with the web could not bind him or disable him; 
I mean, that though the perfection of every power 
was required in the obedience of Adam and Christ, 
these powers remain in their perfection; in 
Christ's obedience there was the perfection of 
eyery power; : 80 there must have been in Adam, 
not only in his obedience, but in his disobedience. 
For my part, I cannot see how his disobedience 
could be disobedience properly, without the per- 
fection of his powers; nor can I see how all his 
powers could be corrupted and his will free; nor 
can I see how any of his powers could de impo- 
tent till he had eaten. 

Some tell us; that God created the will of men 
and angels free, but did not Pe. the goodness 
of the will. 

First. Query; What was that goodness of the 
will? Was it some created power in Adam to up- 
bold his will good, or incline his will to good? If 
so, then he must have lost that before his will was 
free to evil as to good, for his will could not be 
free, if it was naturally inclined to good or evil. 
| Secondly. Or, was it some power in God to 
uphold his will? I argue further, this power was 
either promised or not promised; if not promised, 
Adam could not plead it; if promised, God failed 
Adam in the fall. 

Thirdly. I observe, he could not be bon) 


until the Nazarite vow was broken, that is, till 
his 
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his locks were cut, and that was Dalilah that did 
it too. How was this act of her's imputed to 
him? surely because he laid his head and com- 
mitted himself-in her lap ; for had his locks been 
pulled or cut off by force, his strength could not 


have departed till his vow was broken, 1 have 
brought this only for an illustration. 


Farther, I observe, that the distance * time 


between Eve's eating and Adam's eating, he is con- 
demned by her transgression, though sinless in his 
own person, and she is perfectly righteous | in 
Adam's obedience, though a sinner in herself, 
Just as Christ from the fall to his actual obeying, 
he was under the condemnation of his Eve's trans. 


gression, though perfect · in himself, and she per. 


fectly righteous in his obedience, though a sinner 
in herself, or how were the Old Testament saints 
justifſied? But to return, "what glory was that 
that Eve had? 
last. She could not be a sinner in a fudicatl 
sense if her husband was righteous. 
Secondly. She could not be condemned if her 
husband was just. 
Thirdly. She could not he seperated from her 
God, except he was seperated. | 
Fourthly. She could not die, if he lived. _, 
Fifthly. The whole creation could not be 
cursed to her, ug he brought the, curse upon 


| her. . 
Sixthly. 


0 


ey! 


C0! 
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- $Sixthly. She was e righteous when he 
was 2 Sinner. pe; 22 

Seventhly. She was rightoous in a more  glori- 
ous righteousness than her own. _ 4 

Fighthly. She needed no act of bers s to entitle | 
he wt. | 

MN inthly.. She was the mock of all 1 5 

Tenthly. She had nothing to do but to Air: 
* creator and her husband. | 

Eleventhly. She was the glory of the man who 
is the image of God. 

Twelfthly. She had the glory tn N head 
and lord of the whole creation laid in her lap; I 
mean she had the power on or over him, that 
angels and devils could not have. 

Let us enquire how far the power of Eve ex- 
tended over Adum ; I shall first speak negatively. 

First. She had not the power that her obedi- 
ence should be intermixed with his personal obe- 
dience, in any part of it. 

Secondly. She had no power to make him per- 
_ unrighteous. 

Thirdly. She had no power to help him to bear 
a part of the condemnation or death She had brought 
him under. 

Fourthly. She had no > power to know 8000 or 
evil, Gen. iii. 6, 7. 

Fifthly. She had no power to wiki him under 0 
e by any of her after acts. | 


\ 
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Now positively, she had power over him to 
bring him under condemnation. Death that had 
the power of the life and death of both her and 
his posterity , and that the power to undo the whole 


ereation. But let us enquire What power that 


was which she had, and how she came by it? 1 
answer, it Was not any internal power in her per- 
son, nor any intrinsicalt power incher actions, but 
a covenant-constituted power; Rev. xxi. 9, ro, 
II, Came hither and I till shew*thee the bride if 


the lamb's wife. Thus she came down from 
heaven, having the glory of God. | 


Now for the doctrine.—First. That ic 


Adam fell, that the sin of the elect was not im- 
puted to them; this is sufficiently proved before, 


but I enlarge at ask my opposer, had. they been 


sent to preach to Adam in the garden, with the 
commission they have, what would they have 
preached to him? 2 Cor. v. 19. Whether would 
] they have said, God was' in YI or God shall 
be in Chris:? 


Secondly. Verse 20, would you an, we 10 


'seech' you in God's Stead, for he hath made him 
©to'be:sin for thee ? or, avould you have and; for 
he will make him to be sin for thee ?.;- -. - 


Thirdly. Would you say, that God was in 
Christ, and would not impute sin to him? ar, 


that God would be in Christ, not imputing sin 


to him? the one or the other you must have None; 


if the former, then his sin must have been im- 
| | pn 
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Wl putcd to Christ, or tell me to whom it was im- 
| WY puted, for it must have been 1 to one or 
Joe other, either to the W or to to the ge. 1 
. 4 Ir sin must the in to hs head or 
s the body, and if it be not ĩimputed to the body, 
den it must be imputed: to coy head; but wb 
„ brmer is true, also the latte. 

Secondly. If sin must be nnprted: to the bead 
er to the body, and if it was not to the head till 

Wie actually died, then Adam and all from him to 
Christ, that went to glory, went to * with. 
their sins imputed to them. 

FThirdly. If Christ was wind: Sin, W 
ave been made punishment for sin, as in Scripture. 
in is sometimes taken; or he was made the act- 
uf sin, or he was made a personal sinner, or he 
nut de made sin, deing the substituted head of 
lis constituted sinning body. . 

First. It is fouliidacts” to ON he. v Was made 
pmizhment. 7 
Secondly. N is as ill to ay. nk enen was 
Adam's act. 

*T hirdly. Hi is Blastbealy to say, he was per- | 
nally a sinner, then he must be made sin by 
nputation. Had J been to preach to him, with 
e ministry I have, I would have told Adam, 

dat though the act was his proper act, yet the 
fence was Christ's, by virtue of Christ s Being a 


ituded head of a constituted body, as he Rim 
3 self 
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self had once . and that he was the be. 0 
him that was to come. | t 
Let us see what the prophet I caiah meets hae : 
preached, that preached about eight hundred year fl a 
before Christ came in the flesh: Isaiah .woula ! 
have preached and told him, as chap. ix. 6, Uf 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Aud f 
chap. liii, Isaiah might as well have preached to f 
Adam as he did to those in his days; verse 1 d 
Adam, when thou didst hide thy face in the par-if 6 
den, thou didst hide it from him that came toil d 


publish unto thee this peace, — urely he hath bir 6: 
our griefs and carried our Sorrows, but he wal be 


wounded for our transgressions: all we like ep be 
have gone astray, and the Lord hath laid on him the th 
iniquity of us all; he hath borne, he was wounded; ih 
the Lord laid on him. How is all this to be un: ou 
derstood, but by virtue of a covenant-conatitue lea 
tion? be 

Whoever opposes the e must . 7 Ct 
that the sin of the elect was not imputed to Chia bo- 
at all, or it must have be imputed some other nec 
way than by covenant- constitution, or that th tri: 
covenant by which their sins was Christ's, way} - 
in order of contrivance after the fall. "Then tm wa 
first I pass by because they will not meet tha Ch 
opposition the latter will, . Bo 

First. But some may say, what ms jou h of 
bor so much for this point, if we own that H, 1 
sin of the elect was Christ's by virtue of cov: wis 


nant 


$ 


© 


unt constitution Is it not enough? x awer 3 


to deny this, is all one as to bring down the co- 
yenant in time; for if the fall was first foreseen, 
and then a covenant of redemption contrived, this 

| ay, brings down the covenant in time, for the 
fall must have time, and if the fall must have 
time, and the covenant of redemption after the 
fall, then the covenant of redemption must de 
brought in time; and it is not all the pretences 
of thrusting it 110 eternity, that will avoid a 
distance between the fall and the covenant” of re- 
&mption, by virtue of which, the sin of the elect 
became” Christ's. Now tell me whether T am 
beating the air in this point or no; for if it be 
this covenant that constitutes a body of head and 


members, and this covenant cannot be settled with- 


out the fall, and the fall must have seven days at 
kast; $0 without eight days the covenant cannot 
be ttled; ; 80 from the eighth day up to eternity, 
Christ is not a head, for he has no body, the 


body is no body, for it has not a head; this must 
necessarily” ane r the denial! of my Se. 


trine. 


« Secondly: i the Ari of the doe) of Obrist 


' was not his by and In this brger, the body' of 
Christ was short of Adam's. ; 


Thirdly. If the ddctrine is denied; the body 


of Christ was hot 30 secure as Adam's. 


Fourthly. If the doctrine be denied, Christ 


war not a ebrery in the" fall, but tis 1 Say, 


-V.JY as 


supposes a bridge over that gulph to pass over from 
heaven to hell. Let me comment upon that text, 
Luke xvi. 23, 4d in bell he lifted up bit eyes, 
eing i in torment,. and gaeing Abraham afar off and. 
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as Adam was head and Surety: ot on: cht 


was head and surety of Adam, 1 Cor. xi. 3. ] 
say then as the Apostle, I would have you Know, 


that the head of edexy man is cru, and the beat 


of the woman-is the man. 72 
F ifthly. If the elect were. not * . in 
Christ, before the fall, then. the elect Were beloved 


. Sixthly. They were . ink 'X Chria to TR 
put into Christ ; the denial of, Christ 's.suretyship, 


in Adam s covenant lets i in these absurdities, witk 


many others too tedious to mention; besides, it 


Lazarus in bis losem. Why Christ is here called 
Abraham, both proves and. illustrates the matter, 


for Abraham. was the head of a constituted body, 
and a type of Christ, so that the dosom of Abra. 
ham here signifies. that covenant, which, as a bo- 


som, embraced all bis constituted. body. Al- 
though this doctrine was by him and others denied, 


yet in bell he lifted up his eyes, and seeth Lazaruy 


in his bosom; further I. observe, that upon his 


desiring of Abraham to send Lazarus, Abrahan 
answers him, verse. 2 6, that besides, Lazarus hav- 


ing had his evil things, and be bit Cood, that there 
was 4 gulph fixed, so they that were in that bo- 


som that * the damned, could not, 


ed 


fl -, A te 


| nor they that were witk the damned that would 
s from them to that bosom could not. 


First. I observer that the cause why there is 


10 passing from that bosom to the damned, nor 
from the damned to that bosom, is not decause 
neither of them would, but because there is a 
gulph fixed. Now, what this gulph is, is the 
matter in hand? I think, of all the depths of the 
mystery of the gospel, this is the deepest, viz. 
tue non - imputation of sin, so those that are in 


that bosom or covenant, God would not impute 


sin unto them, because he imputed 1 it unto the 
head Christ. | 

Now, if Adam and all the elect i in him had not 
deen Secured by this covenant or suretyship of 
Christ, they might have gone or passed over, but 
Christ tells us they could not although they 


ant. 
1 offer but one argument; if none but Adars 


| had power freely to try to pass over out of that 


bosom, and could not, then he and all the elect 


were Secured by that covenant ; but the former 


is true therefore. For who but Adam had ever the 
power of free will? or, whose sin was ever the 


conditions of death, but his? So we see that this 


is what the apostle saith, Rom. ix. 6, So then it 
ts: not of kim that willeth, nar of him that runnethy, 
but God that theweth mercy : verse 18, therefore, 
bath be mercy on wham he will have mercy, and 
"_ be will be bande. N iv. 8. Blessed 


is 


— 
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15 the man t whim the Lit: 75 not ee ute Sin, 
Psalm xxxii. 2, Blessed 55 the man to whom thy 
Lord imputith not iniquity.— Is not this the very 


unpatiable gulþph': ? for who can pass to hell, to 


whom the Lord imputeth not sin? So that I have, 
in short, confirmed the doctrine, that when Adam 
fell, he and all the elect were secure in Christ. 

1 Pass to the next head: the secopd considera- 


tion is this, that the constituted body could not 


de condemned if Christ i is righteous; 1 mean not 
an essential righteousness, J mean a righteousnes 
which that law given to Adam, and on Mount 
Sina was a form of. 

I offer this argument: : if the sentence of death 
by the fall passed upon Adam, and all the elect in 


him, did not seperate them from Christ, the point 


is clear; but tlie former is mr Rom. vii. 
38, 39. 


Secondiy. I the promise of grace and life 


made to Adam, Gen. iti; 15, and to all the elect, 


i. + of 2, reigned through. righteousness, the 


former 15 true, therefore the latter, Rom. V. 20, 
21. Adam and the elect in him were ri ghteous 
in Christ, when Adam fell, though Adam was a 
| Sinner and condemned, -and all the elect in him. | 
Thirdly.” If there is no condemnation to them 


that are in Christ, and if the elect. chosen in 
nr defore the. rene of the world, the 


latter. 9 * ian Grand 433 in 


5 3 


r r co: a. . IO PIT rae” ne PRO neg ENTS 


anos me >... and ante ets at 


DE 9 1 
F ourthly. If Christ could not be slain without 
the sin and condemnation of Adam were imputed 


to him, and if Christ was slain before the founda- 


tion of the world, the former is true, therefore 
the latter, Gen. xviii. 25, Prov. xvii. 15, I im. 
iii. 16, Exod. xxiii. 17, 1 Peter i. 20, John 
1.29; the point is gained, Acts iv. 28. 

Fifthly. The elect could not be separated from 
God, except Christ was separated from him; « 
offer this for consideration. 

Sixthly. If the law was added that the offence 
might abound, then grace was not stained nor at 
an end by the fall, but the former is true, Rom. 
v. 2. 

Seventbly. If the fall did make way for grace 
to run in its proper channel, the fall could not 
Separate, but the former is true, Isaiah xlii. 6, 
I the Lord have called thee in righteausness, saith 
the Father to his Son; as though he had said, I 


have offered glory and honor to Adam, when 1 


substituted him a head to all mankind, and had he 


stood, he would have had the glory of being the 
righteousness and strength of his body, but he 


having lost it willfully, now I will perform my 
_ oath to thee, for the glory is thine. by right, for 
Adam was head of his body, thon art head of 
Adam and thy body, thou art heir by nature, 
Heb. i. 2, 4; besides, he having lost it lawfully, 
I call thee to thy lawful right; Isaiah xlv. 23,1 


have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of 


my 


rp _ 
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my inn righteousness, and Hall not return, | 


unto me {in thee) every knee shall bow, for I am 
the Lord, that is my. name; Tsaiah xIviii. 8, ] 
have power. to give my glory to whom I will, 
and my glory will J give to no other, nor my proju 
to graven images ; and this Adam . Was no 2 
Phil. 2, 10, 11. | 


Now, let us enquire wh this 1 is; I 


think Moses will tell us, Exod. xxxiii. 18, F 1 


geech thee, saith Moses, +hew me thy glory: ver. 


19. goodness, name, grace, mercy ; ver. 20, face; 


chap. xxxiv. 6, the Lord God, truth; Num. xiy, 


17, power, greatness; Eph. iii. 14, for this cause 


1 bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
l Christ: ver. 1 6, that he would grant you. accord- 


ing to the riches of his glory. As though he had 
said, according to the glory of that name, pro- 
claimed the. Lord, gracious, merciful ; in short, 


as the Father had said, that he would give bis 
glory to no other, so Christ received it. 2 Pet. 
L 1. a he received from God the Father 
| Honor and glory, when there came such a voice 


to him ſrom the excellent glory, ihis is my beloved 


| Fox, Bear ye him, or, in ubm I am wolt pleased. 
For he received from God the Father honor and 


glory, when euch a voice came to bim, this i is 


beloved Som, bear je him, in opposition to Adam 


and Moses. The doctrine is gained, that Christ 
was the et channel tor gtace t to fun in. be, 


g „ 09 


tat 


One argument more: if Christ has been the 
dwelling-place of all the elect in all generations, 
then Adam and all the elect dwelt in Christ, even 
when they were all in Adam, and Adam in his 
own covenant, but the former is true, Psalm xcii. 
1, 2. This may satisfy that Adam dwelt in 
Christ before Adam was in covenant.—1 pass to 
the fifth head. | 

The first doctrine is this; that the creature 
could not be cursed, nor the body of Christ, ex- 
cept Christ had sinned: come and see, for the 
truth of this appears in Eve, for the punisment of 
her eating was not laid on the creature, but upon 
herself, Gen. iii. 16, which consisted in the fol- 
lowing particulars : 

First. To the woman be raid; I will greatly 
multiply thy: s0rrow, and thy conception: in gorrow 
Halt thou bring forth children, and thy desire shall 
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 
Whether he speaks this to her as the mother of 
all mankind, or, .as she was the mother of the 
universal church, is the question. 

I answer, not the first; my reason is, because 
the promise of life made to her before, in the 
foregoing verse. 

Secondly. Because the ah of the. Serpent was 
distinguished from her's before. 

Thirdly. Because here is a rene wing, or a 
ntification of their marriage or covenant, with 


new „ to her * which none out of 
| the 


| 
[ 
| 
| 


4 from the covenant of 8 then they that are 
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the church have a right unto, G. vi. 1, 2, 3; 
Rom. ix. 4; Eph. ii. 12. So it runs parallel 
with Christ and his church ; for though Adam 
was in covenant with God when Eve was in him, 
yet was he not in actual covenant with her, till 
she was taken out of him, and a distinct person 


from him. So, though Christ was in covenant 


with his Father before his body was distinguiscd 


from him, yet was he not in actual covenant with 


her till she was distinguished from him. | 
Now 'whether the covenant between Adam ard 
Eve was broken by the fall, is a point disputable; 


but this I know, that if God had given them im. | 


mediately the wages of their sin, their marriage 


would have been nullified with a vengeance ; but 


here lies the point, whether they had broken their 


| marriage knot, or whether they had lost all right 
to it, and its benefits, and its privileges od bes. 


sings? 
J boldly state this 1 that Adam and Fre 


lost for themselves and all theirs, the benefit of 
marriage, which is comfort of life, both spiritual 
and corporal, and the privilege of lawful society, 
'to propagate children till they had renewed or 
vatified their covenant, after the order of that co- 
venant. Seek the kingdom of God first, and all 


things shall be added unto you. If whilst they 
were without Christ, they were aliens, that is, 
one of another kingdom, Col: i. 13, and strangers 


without 
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without Christ have no right to marriage, but 
the former is true. Ergo, Eph. ii. 12. It is a 
plain case, deny it who can, if all the promises 
of God be in Christ, then all that are without 


Christ can plead no blessing promised, neither 
temporal nor Spiritual, but the former is true ; 


2 Cor. i. 20, John i i. 14, ergo. Now the co- 


renant between Christ and his church, and that 


between the man and the woman, run parallel ; 
but whether they are conditional or no, is a point 


very disputable if they run parallel; if I clear 


the ohe I clear the other. 


As for the covenant between Christ and his . 
church, some say, it is a covenant of works, some 


a covenant of grace; some say it is an universally 
initiating covenant, that took in all the posterity 
| of Adam; but I shall examine these shortly. 
4 zome say that this covenant was made 
with Adam, with Neah, and with Abraham ; but 
I shall prove (by assistance) that it was not an 
universal covenant of works, nor of grace, that 


was made with Adam, with Noah, and wo Abra- | 


bam. I shall begin with Adam. 
1 First. If Adam and his were denied is Seal 
of a covenant of works, then no covenant of 


| works was made with him after the fall; but the 


former is true, Gen. iii, 22, 23, 24, e 


Sccondly. If Adam in his perfection could not 


keep the easiest covenant, then it was not to be 
expected he could keep it after the fall. 
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Immediately after the fall, then it was no cove. 
nant of works made with him. 5 
Fourthly. If God could not enter into a co- 
venant of works with him, without falsifying his 
on word, Don s halt Surely die, then God did 
not enter into a. covenant of works with Adam 
and his, but the promises are true, Gen. i ii. 17, 
Rom. v. 12, 13, therefore no covenant of works 


Now let us see if it was the covenant of grace. 

First. If Adam received grace through the Seed 

of the woman, then the covenant of * was 
not made with Adam. 

Secondly. If the promise of grace be made to 
and through the seed of the woman, then Adam | is 
excluded from having a hand in the covenant of 

race; but the former is true, Gen. ili. 15. 

Thirdly. If the seed of the woman was distin- 
guished from the seed of the devil before the pro- 
mise is made, then the seed of the devil is as 
much excluded as the devil himself, so no univer- 
sal covenant of grace is made with Adam; but 
the former is true, Gen. iii. 15. 

Therefore, now if there was no covenant of 

works nor of grace made with Adam after the fall, 
then there was no covenant of works or of grace 
made with Noah, nor Ahraham; but the former is 
proved, (except it can be proved that God has chang- 


had 


Thirdly. If mercy and grace Is revealed i to him 


l : | could have been made with Adam after the fall, | 


ed his constitution); but if hes covenant of grace 


| " _ i dt % a. "—_ 
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had been a with Adam, Noah, 5 Abraham, 

then is there three heads of the covenant of grace, 
which is absurd. I assert, that the promise made 
to Adam, to Noah, and to Abraham, was one and 
the same ministration, only clearer and clearer as 
shall appear. I say, that this promise in Gen. 
jii. 15, last clause, was the ministry to Noah, 

I think one argument may serve as the scriptyre 
gives no account of any other, even to the apostle 
John time, then that clause contained the mint- 
stry of the church in all ages, but the former is 
true, 1 John iii. 8, Tit. i. 2. Seeing the ministry 
is but one, from the alpha to the omega, let us 
consider what is contained in it, I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, (meaning the church, 
Rev, i. 2.) and between thy seed and ber reed. 

First. Here is election preached which is still 
i part of the devil's punishment. . 

Secondly, There. is an enmity put debe 
wem, I mean, Between hit Seed and her Seed ; this 
is yet a farther punishment, and in these words. 
is contained the church covenant; for if the Lord 
has put an enmity between them, the seed of the 
Woman, to whom the promise of life is made, 
can have no fellowship with the seed of the ser- 
pent; for the Holy Ghost will not have them to. 
have fellowship with devils, 1 Cor. 10; 11. 
Thus when Seth was born, the church had ano- 
ther seed instead of Abel, whom the seed of the 
&vil had slain. Gen. iv. 25, 1 John iii. 12, 
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And Seth begat Enos, then began men to call on the 
name of the Lird, or call themselves by the name 
of the Lord, Gen. iv. 26; from hence the seed 
of the church were called the sons of God. Now, 
the mingling of these two seeds together brought 
the deluge upon the whole earth, so God began 
his church again, (but the enemy sowed his seed 
here too, which soon appeared, Gen. ix. 25.) 


with great amplification of its mystery, and con- 


Hrmation of 1 its truth; he amplified it, in that he 


smelled a sweet savor in Noah's offering, and cad 


in his heart, I will not again curse the ground for 


man's ate. Belike he had cursed it before for 


man's sake, but now for man's sake he would 
curse it no more. 

Now, that he cursed the ground for man's Sake, 
read Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7; that he would not for 


man's Sake curse it no more, read Gen. viii. 21; 


so that man was the cause of its cursing, and man 
was the cause that God would curse it no more. 


. Gospelize this to Christ, the head of the seed of 


the woman, then we may see that the mystery of 


Adam's ministry was amplified to Noah, and all 


this, neither the covenant of works or the COVE» 
nant of grace. | | 
Let me vent out my rapture a little with the 
Apostle, Rom. xi. 33, O the depths of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
Searchable are his Judgments, and his ways pait 
e's out, 


\ 
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Now for its confirmation, I mean the confirma» 
tion of the ministry of the promise of life made toz 
Adam, was still further confirmed to Mah and the: 

church by the bow, than to Adam, Gen. ix. 13. 
Now, this bow was a confirmation of the ministry 
of the church, Isaiah liv. 9, 10; they that can: 
see no more in this bow than barely a seal that 
God would never destroy the world more by 
water, may well be reckoned with those, Isaiah 
xxxiv. 15, 16, 17, There shall the great owl make- 
her nest, and lay and hatch, and gather under her 
thadnv ; there hall the vultures alis be gathered, 
wery one with her mate. The vulture, though: 
a winged: fowl, yet always looking downwards for 
her prey; the owl, though she has great eyes; the 
light dazzles her sight: read the other two verses. 
What though the world: be secured from. water 
by this covenant, yet it is in danger of fire every 
day. I say, that the ministry of the church was. 
farther confirmed to Noah than to Adam; for it 
is confirmed to Noah with a. bow, which sig- 
nified an Oath, as shall be proved; though F do. 
not think that the promise to Adam was without 
a 5eal ; but what that seal was is. the question. 
First. I observe, that Adam was naked, before 
the fall as well as after, but only they were. not: 
zhamed, because they knew. it not. Compare. 
Gen. it. 25, chap. fii- 11. So they could not 
know there was such a thing as being clothed;. I 

. chat they geꝛved ſig leaves together and made: 
3 * 3 them. 
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themselves aprons ; but this is before God came into 
the garden, so doth all the sons of Adam to this 
day; if they can but get a few leaves of duty to 
cover their nakedness, they think they are pre- 
pared for God, come when he will; but to know 


the necessity of being clothed they did not know. 
Secondly. The promise was not yet made, 


therefore their. fig · leaved aprons could be no seal. 
I state this doctrine, that it is not all the works and 


and obedience of the sons of Adam that can be 2 
seal of the promise of life. I know I shall be 


opposed in this, but I value not, I desire but one 


argument, thus, If it be the promiser's preroga- 


tive to seal his own grace, then the receiver of 
grace has none. I thought to have offered no 
more, but another offered itself so directly to my 


service, that I cannot well pass it by, If a seal 


be to confirm the immutability of the counsel of 
the promiser, then the receiver of grace cannot 
by any grace received seal the promise; ; but the 
former is true, Rom. xv. 8, Heb. vi. 17, there- 


fore it must be the promiser that seals. But 


I return to Adam; I observe, that after God has 
given Adam the promise 'of life, and before he 


turns him out of the garden, and denies him the 


tree of life, which was the seal of the covenant 
of works, he made them coats of skins and cloath- 
ed them; but now what skins these were is the 
. J conceive that God prepared them 
himself, or instructed Adam to do it, but I 2 
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think that God 19804 Adam to offer sacri qces, 
and so cloathed them with the'skins of the sacri- 
fices: my reason is this, because Cain and Abel | 
offered sacrifices, and we do not read of any com- 
mand they had. Now we must say they were 
commanded by God, or by imitating their father. 
Now if it cannot be proved they were commanded, 
it is the more probable they had it from theiy- | 
father ; if there be any proof for the command, 
let it be produced. I will be bold to say, they, 
had it from their father, as the seal of the pro- 
mise of life. I shall prove it by such conse- 
quences, that it will put the opposer beyond con- 
futing it. I argue thus: If Abel offered sacrifices, 
the sacrifices must be significant, or its virtue 
must be intrinsical in itself; but the former is 
true. Gen. iv. 4, If Abel ne sacrifices by 
faith, he must believe in the thing signified and 
saled by his sacrifices, or in its intrinsical, worth 
and virtue; in its intrinsical worth and virtue it 
was not, for then Abel's offering and Cain's had 
not differed. ? 
Secondly. Had Abel believed in the te 
worth and virtue of his sacrifices, he had trodden 
the promises of life under foot, therefore he of- 
fered it as the seal of the promise of life made to 
Adum. Now oppose who can. So I say Adam 
and Eve were cloathed with the skins of their sa- 
erifices, as a seal of the promise, yet the promise 


or r Was further confirmed to Noah, for that 
Was 
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was confirmed by oath. It is: true we have no wit 
account of an oath in Genesis, but only of a bow boc 
in the cloud, yet 75aiah tells us that God swore, MI Ne 
I saiah liv. 9, For this is as the waters of Maß wit 
' unto me, for as T have sworn that the waters Bu 
Maß should no more go over the earth, have ! lie: 
Sworn that I would not be wroth with thee nor re. 
Jute thee. I observe that word this, for this is a; 
the waters of Neah. What this? this that he 
was a going to say, for as have worn that the 
waters of Noah- shall no more go over the earth, n. 
have I sworn that I wih nat. be wroth with thu, 
nor rebuke thee. He $ware to Noah that the waters 
Should no more go over the earth ; but to whom he 
sware that he would not be wrath, is the question. 
Not to Neah, for then there needed not to have 
been is and so. I state this doctrine, that the 
one is the original, and the other an abstract or 
copy, the thing is plain; but which is the original 
is my matter in hand. I answer, that God had 
| Sworn that he would not be wroth with that thee, 
- before he did swear to Noah, that the waters should 
no more go over the earth. Now this thee must 
either respect a singular person, or a singular 
body ; if we say this thee respected only the sin - 
gular person of Noah, then it had been in vain 
for God to have comforted his church with an 
_ cath, in which they were not concerned. 
Secondly. If that thee was a body, that God 


$WOre to Noah, for Ur he would not be wroth 
W ith, 
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with, then I ask the bigness and substance of that 


body? If universal, God must be foresworn to 
Maß, in any that perish, for they cannot perish 
without wrath ; if a particular body, then every 
particular person of that particular body must be- 
leve that God must lie to Noah, if he be angry 
with them, and so make Noah the object of faith. 

But one argument more, If it was a peculiar co- 
venant with Noah, then must every one that are 


ved have such a peculiar oath made to them. 


Let any of those that are of this Judgment ”oÞ 
duce their witness. | 
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3 having nat, respecting nb bes 


TINATION, what can be more useless, than to hal 


publish this paradox to the world? namely, that MM crea 


whatever we do is done, not by virtue of our own bes 
free will, but in a way of necessity, Kc. What ft 


a wide gap does the publication of this tenet open till) 
among men, for the commission of all ungodli- Wha 
ness! What wicked person will reform his life derst 
Who will dare to believe himself a favorite of rel 
heaven? Who will fight against his own corrupt up: 
inclinations ? Therefore, where is either the need ihe 
or the utility of Spreading these notions from Wnt s 
whence so many evils seems to flow? to m. 
LuTHER thus replies : — “ If, my Erasmus, bid h 
you consider these paradoxes (as you term them) N vorle 
to he no more than the inventions of men, why e th 
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ꝛte you 80 extravagantly heated on the occasion } | 
In that case, your arguments affect not me ; for 


mere is no person now living in the world, who 
is 4 more avowed enemy to the doctrines of men, 
I than myself, but if you believe the doctrines in 


debate between us to be (as indeed they are) the 
doctrines of God; you must have bid adieu to all 


gense of shame and decency, thus to oppose them, 
| will not ask whither is the modesty of Erasmus 
u? But, which is much more important, where, 
alas! are your fear and, reverence for the Deity, 

when you roundly declare, that this branch of 
truth which he has revealed from heaven, is at 
best useless and unnecessary to be known? What! 
hall the glorious Creator be taught by you, his 
creature, what is fit to be preached and what to 
te surpressed? Is the adorable God so very de- 
fective in wisdom and prudence, as not to know 


till you instruct him, what would be useful and 
what pernicious ? Or, could not he, whose un- 
terstanding_ is infinite, foresee previous to his 


relation of this doctrine, what would be the con- 
wguences of his revealing it, till those aa ar” 
% i pointed out by you? You gannot, you dare 
not say this. If then it was the divine pleasure 
o make known these things in his word, and to 


lid his messengers to publish them abroad in the 85 | 


world, and leave the consequences of their so doing 
to the wisdom and providence of Him, in whose 


ume they speak, and whose man. they declare? 
h. 
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from above, but the elect Shall be so enabled; 
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Who art thou, O! Erasmus, that thou 1 


reply against God, and say to the Almighty, what 


diet thou ? Saint Paul discoursing of God, de. 


clares peremptorily, whom he will he harden, 


and again, God willing to shew his. wrath, &, 
And the Apostle did not write this to have it 
stifled among a few persons, and buried in a c- 
ner, but wrote it to the christians at Rome, which 
was in effect bringing this doctrine upon the stage 
of the whole world, stamping an universal inpri. 


matur upon it, and publishing it to vellevers at 
large, throughout the earth. 


What can sound harsher in the uncireugcial 
ears of carnal men, than those words of Christ, 
Many are called but few are chosen ; and elsewhere, 
1 know whom I have chosen. - Now these and si- 
similar assertions of Christ and his Apostles, are 
the very positions which you, O! Erasmus, brand 
as useless and hurtful, you object. F these things 


are 50, Who will endeavor to mend his 1! life ? Lu- 


swer, without the Holy Ghost, no man can amend 
his life to purpose. Reformation is but varnish- 
ed hypocrisy unless it proceeds from grace. Th 
elect and truly pious are amended by. the spirit of 
God; and those of mankind who are not amend- 
ed by him, will perich. You ask, moreover, 
F ho will dare to believe himself a favorite of hide 
ven? I answer, it is not in man's power to believe 
himself such upon just grounds, till he is enabled 


they 
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they shall delieve as nee to be what indeed | 


they. are; as for the rest who are not endowed: 
with faith, hey Shall perish, raging. and blasphem- 
ing as you now do. But you say, these doctrines 
gen a door. to. ungodliness : J answer, whatever 


door they open to the :27p7ous. and profane, yet they. 


open a door of righteousness to the elect and Holy, 


and. hew them. the way to heaven, and the path 


of access unto God. Vet you: would have. us. 
abitain. from the mention of these grand doctrines, 
and leave our people in. the dark. as to their. elec- 
tion of God; the consequence would be, at every 
man would dolster himself up with. a delusive 
are in that salvation, which is supposed to lie 
open to all, and thus genuine humility and the 
poctical fear. of. God would de kicked out of 


doors. 1 
This weula” be a pretty way: indeed'of tipping. | 
of the: gap, Erasmus complains: of! instead of 
closing: up the door. of: licentiousness, 28 i is falsely 


pretended, it would be in fact opening: into the 


| nethermost- helli. Still. you. urge, where. it the ne- 


wgty or utility. of preaching predestination & 
God himself teaches: it, and. commands us to- 
teach. it, and. this is answer enough. We are not 


to arraign the Deity, and bring the. motives f 
his will to the test of human scrutiny, but simphy 

torevere both im and it. He. who is. all- yise 
and all- just, can, in reality, (however things ap- 
r to; us). 0 wrong to no man, neither can he 
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chinations, endeavours, frer will, or works, but 


Das it in his power to contribute any thing,” be it 
ever so little, to his own salvation, he remains in 


or opportunity will offer, when he will be able 
to lend an l band ro the business of __ _— 
| vation, „ 


the whole work singly and absolutely dependent on 
. will of God, who alone! is the author and finit 
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db a any ting weise y 6 or why, and. + ad . of 


deration will suffſce to silence all we re 
t fuly religious persons. | 
185 However, let us for argurnetits Ads; £0 a step 


farther: 'F will venture to assign, over and dr 


Should be pudlicly taught: 1, Fr the humility i | 


our pride, and the manifestation- of divine grace, 


ar 
St 
01 
eh 
tive very important reasons why these dbetr Men p! 
b. 
K 
God hath assuredly- promised his favor to the- truly Wl d 


HhufSle, By truly Humble, Þ mean those who| 


are endowed with repentance, and despair of s il. 
ing thetnselves; for a man can never be said u 4 
be really penitent and humble, till he is madd p! 
to know that his salvation is not vuspended in 
any measure whatever on ffs own strength, ma- 


entirely depends upon the free pleasure, purpose, 
determination, and efficiency of another, even of 
God alone. Whilst a man is persuaded that de 


S8 8 28 wo tf my 


carnal confidence : he is not a self-desfairer, and 
therefore he is not duly humbled before God; 'w 
fir from it, that he hopes some favorable juncture 


On the contrary, whoever is Aby eve tit 
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of eefration; rack a person 3 of ee 
ace; he renounces his own wilt and his own 
«rength 3 he waits and prays for the. operation 
of God; nor waits: and prays: in vain. For the 
gert sake therefore, these doctrines are to be 
preached, that. the chosen age God being humbled 
by 3 knowledge of his truths, self-emptied and 
zunk as it were into nothing in his presence, may 
| be saved in Christ, with: eternal glory. - 
This then is one inducement to the publication 
of the doctrine, that the penitent may be made 
acquainted with the promised grace, plead it in 
prayer to God, and receive it as their W m. 
2, The nature of the: Chriztian faith requires it. 
Faith has to do with things. not seen. And this 
is one of the highest degrees of faith, stedfastly 
to believe that Goch is infinitely merciful, though 
be saves comparatively) but few and condemns 
50 many, and that he is str/ctly just, though of his 
on will he makes such numbers of mankind ne- 
eessarily liable to damnation. Now there are 
some of the unseen things of which faith is the 
evidence; whereas was it in my power to compre- 
ben them r clearly: to: make out, hozu God is 
both inviolably just and infinitely merciful, not- 
wichstanding the display of wrath and seeming in- | 
equality in his dispensations respecting the re- 
; probate, faith would have little or nothing to do. 
- But now, since these matters cannot be adequately 
. by; us, in the ron. state of im- 
: | 1 perfection, 
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perfection; there is room for the exereise of faith; 
Fhe truths therefore, respecting predestination i 
all its branches, should be taught and published; 
they, no less than the other mysteries of the chris 
tian doctrine, being proper objects of faith on th 
part of God's people.“ See Toplady s Zanchiug 
P. 97+ | | e 
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